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HALYARD LONNESTAD ANALYZES RELATIONS BETWEEN 
NORWEGIAN LEFT-WING PARTIES 


[Following is a translation of an article by Halvard Lonnestad 
entitled, "Who is Closer to Us, DNA or SF?” in the Norwegian- 
language daily newspaper of the Norwegian CP, Friheten 
(Freedom), Oslo, 20 March 1963, page 8.] 

C'lir party's work to break out of the iron ring th' t has been 
successfully built eroiind I.CP consists to a Inrrre cxient of a sltovndovn with 
or.r ovT. sect*'ri-.nisw, Tlnre is probably anrcornont in the part;.” th^'t this has 
'^rev'iilpd and still does, 'ihis breakin;.: dovn of i«ol;>^ion is a task that 
poos on ’;'’ultr;;Pously vit:< a re valuation by tlie majority of the hci^ue/rinn 
"Oo» lo of our ccTiritr\'*s course ii* donostic and foroirn politic:'. This 
rr*a* prais; 1 of •‘oliciep concerns the relationship to XC? at the spi-nc time, 
hero VC see one of the strniif;c coi.trndicticns life c^n ofier. Tlic par-ose 
of nriti-Coi.J.’iUnist aritation \»as of course exactly to block i.-detendent 
’oliticpl thiokinr. Aodny no one can en(rp;;:e in a reorient action vil.hout t: is 
vii '? consequences for the rclntions'nip of the individual to the Coi;'.r.uni'ts. 
V!'.e Cciij unists can utilize this, but utilization of tlds factor depends on 
t’lc dopree to vhich t;io Corrj.i'nists can rid themselves of their scclnripn 
v^y of tiiinkin". 

0\:r vork in hoiverirn politics on r pnrli''r:;entaiy basis brings 
v 3 irto ror.t^ct vith all other 'erties. Ojr relation to the tvo other Irbor 
"prlies is cf special sirnificrnce. \»c have three class parties thf't all 
bpve their class relationship determiTied by the fact that they have their 
political found .tion in the vorkiny class or the somewhat broader conce’jt, 
i..e vn-c C';r;;ers. The difference between Lh'A’.(Det horskc Arbeiderpnrti- 
Thc hcrveqiRn A-abor Tarty ) and bP (^^oslalistisk Folkoparti— Socialist 
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People's Party) is 1)*\A is understood to bo a class "^rty, vliilo iSP vas 

branded at birth as a splinter party, N P has in widition to its class 
c ‘Htent also its scientific basis in ilarxism and builds on the theory of 
the class stru' ple. How t’lis situation con have nn effect in jractice 
vas seen during the cabinet crisis. Our party let the class content of the 
crisis be decisive and fortunately took a view of DN*A like that of the majority 
of the working class and not like that of a few of our members — namely as a 
full—blown-bourgeois party. Otho vise it would have lookf'd strange if the 
only party in Norway that is based on the class theory did not recognize 
the class co tent in the government crisis. SF on the other hand took a 
directly opposite st«nd, just because of its confused or lacking theoretical 
basis. 

Some maintain that SF is closer to us. How close or distant 
SF is to us depends on hov the diptance is measured. 

If we use the ideological relationship as a scole, the distance 
between us and DNA and SF is the same. If we use the relation to the NATO 
policy as a gauge there is no difference between us and SF. It is I'robably 
the latter measure that has led many to thii k that SF is closer to us than 
i);.A. It is however the concern for the ideological cotont that must be 
decisive for a ^%rxist party. V.ithout taking notice of this ve cannot talie 
up the ideological fight, or to ])ut it the other way around, ve cannot fight 
ideologically without placing the main emphasis on the ideological criterion. 

But is the ideological firht so important? In the infancy 
of the labor movement the lack of an ideology led the workers'to break up tiie 
machines, llie machines wore the visible enemy. But the real enetr^ was hidden 
by a condition that was hidden in a capitalist system that could be exposed 
and explained only when the working class had its ideological weapons. In 
our time the visible enenics are NATO, the atom bomb and the atomic submarine. 
The visible enemies are attacked in full force, but the real enemies are 
hidden behind an ideological wall that our party cannot attack without 
placing the ideological fight in the foreground. 

The theory of the class struggle and that the claaaea are present 
in a capitalist society is one of the cornerstones of Marxist ideology. It 



VPS t>iis asj-ect of politics th''t vn.s piji?!ied into tlio foref^ronml di.Tin/: the 
governnciit crisis. At this point oiir - nTty broke with sect- rinnism end let 
tl'.e scientific content of our party bo heard• i*or a moment li A lost its r,ri'p 
in the Agitation th'^t thorn am no differont classes vith opposing interests 
in l orway, that all, regardless of whether they are employers or wage earners, 
heve common interests, NCP got a hold on this ideological situation which we 
can and must not waste or bungle by sectarian reactions. 

Some maintain thj't tho stand the part took in 1963 was 
sectarian. The proof for this is supposed to be that the rnrt^^ lost 30,000 
votes nnd thereby became a minor sect. It is not quite clear whether the 3 »’ 
confuse sect meaning association vith a part^^ v/th sectarianism which moans 
a vay of thinking. Many Communist parties started as small sects but grew 
out of their.sect phase because the party avoided sectarian thinliing, Tliedecline 
in 1963 was rat’ er a continuation and a result of tlie sectarianism that has 
cl)Tacterized our party during the entire post-vnr j»eriocl and vith which we 
nirdo a slight break ^-luring the roverT»ment crisis. 

Some conradas^ang onto tho "Krakeroy bp(*ech”. If ve partici- 
;atn in politics to get revenge for words that have been spoken*or for actic s, 
then v*e need not ask about the cause for these ••criminal actions”. If on 
t!ie other hnn-i we participate with concern for the future and vith a feeling 
of rosp'onsihility for the class ve are fighting for, then ve ask the reason 
for V. r -t happened. Only vith questions about the causes for that vhich 
h'’’V<?ns can ve get into contact vith other people. This constitutes the 
ideologic'il work, 

When in our ne«>d due to lack of contact ve felt and fool S? to 
fi libcr'*tor, a hole in the w^ll around us, it is due exactly to these 
Apparently ”com on views” cn many practical questions. But SF does not 
forget that their start in politics also had an anti-Communist content, Ve 
note this when there is a question of cooperation on the smne practical 
questions. Tills anti-Cooununist content made it necessary for SF like BXA 
to mai^e reservations, to put it mildly, vith regard to Marxism, and thereby 
wF vnu pulled over to its sectarian positions. It is always confirmed that 
the space between a labor party and scientific socialism is the Lebensraum 



of sectarianism 


Still some of our members hesitate to let go of the good old 
stnndpoints about fight against the Social Democrats, against their organi¬ 
zation, and vho often forget entirely the fight against their tV.eorctical 
background. 

VnTien they soy that SF is closer to us it is as it were to hold 
onto their most precious slogans without being aware that they thereby try 
to recover their sectarian standpoints. A ilarxist party has the task of 
fighting cause and effect of the capitnlist system wit'i the main emphasis of 
the fi(;ht laid on the causes, the ideology of capitalism, not with the main 
emphasis on the effects, the organizations of capitalism, 'ic must with all 
our power remove the forces that distort the class. Struggle. Without class 
struggle ve cannot create class sonsciousness and without consciousness there 
will be no effective showdown with the results of the system that is the 
NATO policy. Against this background talk about a joint ticket with SF 
will pose a big r,ucsticn mark next to the positi'^n NCP took in the government 
crisis. Our party's position was a criticism of the action of SF because 
SF broke with the class concepts and voted for a bourgeois government. 

The criticism of SF for this action will be brushed aside if 
we now are going to cooperate to get the some people into the Storting 
(pp-rlipii.ent). A scientific truth cannot in one moment lead to a cor.domnation 
of SF and in the next to a cooperation that aims at providing more votes for 
the some pa/ty in the Storting. 
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LAND OG FOLK AT ODDS WITH SVEN LANDIN ON ••UNITY” IN SCANDINAVIA 


[Following Is a translation of an article signed vk entitled, 

"Swede Gone Astray" in the Danish-language daily organ of the 
Danish CP, Land og Folk (Land and People), Copenhagen, 7-8 
March 1965, page A.] 

The Communists favor unity among the working class. Such unity is 
not obtained by making resolutions at the top. Unity presupposes th.et the 
In].or movement is agreed on a socialist policy and on how it is to be carried 
out. 

There will not be any unity about politics "on paper" beenuse 

the rond aliend for tlie working class builds on actions for its demands. Unity 

must grow out of the living life. 

Por that reason it has also been almost ridiculous to hear 

thet ••the Communists only heve to join S ’P" or th^t "Communists and SI? 

memhe. s just can join the docinl Democrats" — then ve will have unity. 

Now a Swede has stepped into the picture, has cruslied the 

Comriiinist parties in Denmark and Norway into the groxmd and has designated 

the Finnish Communist Party dogmatic and impossible, and he does not liave 

much hope for this either, in spite of its size, [See TICD, No, 700, JPRS; 
29,205.] 

He recommends the Danish and Norwegian communist parties to 
join the Socialist People's parties. He writes in SF H the 3PP weekly^/* 

"Tlie only way for Communists in Denaark and Norway to 
P'^rticip^'to in a socialist p^olicy in their own countries and in Scandinavia 
is by joining the Jiiocialist People•s parties. Parties must not degenerate 
into being an end in themselves, if anyone has occasion to think of the 



Leninist maxim, it is tlie Li’nish and Norwer^ian Communists•** 

The Swedish article writer ought to have informed himself 
bettor about the politics of the Communists in Denmrrk. He should know that 
they do not fall into pnrlinjnentRr 3 ' socinl-^enocratic parliamentarism such 
ns has happened to the SIT lenders, lie should huov that they build on inter¬ 
national solidarity between socialist parties, which he for his part apparently 
has shelved. 

He ought to know for example that the i)nnish Communists have 
a policy and will not sell it out to obtain a superficial organizational unity 
where basic conflicts continue to exist. That is why there is a Communist 
Party, hnity is not obtained by one side demanding the capituiation of the 
other side. 

Something that could arouse more amazement is that the 
writer of the article is a member of the Swedish Communist Party and is 
furthermore presented in the SPP pages as a member of the program committee 
of the Swe»!ish party. His name is Sven ^andin. T)\e delight with which the 
SPP paper greets him should be a warning. 

but of course these circumstances do not prevent the 
Cemmunists in Denmark from discussing the road to socialism in Scandinavia. 

Sven A-andin should however stick to what he knows about. He really should 
b.avo a second thought, provided he is not quite consciously letting himself 
be used. 
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KNUT LOFSNES* STAND ON PARTICIPATION IN UPCOMING CP CONGRESS IN NORWAY 


[Following is a translation of two letters by Knut Lofsnes 
entitled, ••Important for Voters to Face Independent Socialist 
Alternative^^ in the Norwegian-language weekly newspaper of 
the Socialist People*s Party, Orientering (Orientation), 

No 10, Oslo, 13 March 1965, pages 4 and 11•] 


Socialist People's Party has replied to the 
invitation to participate in the Communist Nntional 
Congress 26-28 March. The letter from SPP's Central 
Conir..ittee states that one does not find that it will 
contribute 1o the necessary clarification and to 
the work for a socialist policy in Norway if SPP 
lets itself be represented at the NCP Congress. 

In a letter to the State xir'ilroad Shopworkers* 

Union in Trondheim SPP's view on the position of the 
labor movement in anticipation of the iStorting (Parlia¬ 
ment) election this fall is examined in depth. Tlie 
organizational split within the labor movement is 
not a question of one or more parties, but of a pro¬ 
found (lis greement in the views on the most import nt 
political questions. Socialist People's Party would 
desert its basic ideas and its program if it should 
omit presenting tickets in those counties whore the 
party has the economic end organizational basis for 
doing so. It would be a betrayal of those voters 
who shore our views ns regards the major political 
questions not to give them the opportunity to 
express their opinion on these questions and a betrayal 
to recommend that they vote for a j'orty which in the 
Storting is supporting opposing views, the reply from 
the SPP Central Committee states. 

We bring here first the reply to the Norwegian Communist 

Tarty; 


The Central Committee has received your letter dated 9 
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February with offer of havin;» us represented at the NCP Congress, 

Tlie Norveginn Inhor movement is today represented by three 


parties. 


The Norwegian Labor Tarty (DNA) has in its new work program 
clearly shown thnt this party docs not find it necessary to present a socialist 
alte: native to tlio voters but will continue to build on a conservative bloc 
nnd rrent power policy that binds the party also in the ar- a of domestic 
politics. 


The Norwegian Communist Party is in the middle of an 
ideological debate and discussions of election tactics th'^t bear the mrk of 
the inheiitance of the past and which therefore create confusion and uncertainty 
within the party's own ranl^s and parts of tlie labor movement, Tlie "arty's 
Congress must on the basis of its own premises nnd tlie role the Cr.ngress wishes 
that the party shall piayt clarify its own internal conditions and choose the 
course the party is to follow. 

In this situation it is of decisive importance thnt our 
peo: le in the election can be confronted with a free ojid independent socialist 
alternative impressed by the problems of our time and the renewal that is 
nccessory to create confidence. 

Socialist People's Party represents a socialist alternative 
tliat is liberated from the view of bloc policy end subordination, t'e ore of 
the opinion that this policy is constantly growing stronger both i the East 
and in the Vest and that it is a prereq\iisito for the strength and power of 
the labor movement in the future, Ve deplore thnt it is still only Socialist 
People's Tarty that has accepted the consequence of this in our country and 
thnt a split in the Norwegian Labor movement therefore is a political reality 
thnt cannot be changed by meeting on the party leader level. Our party has 
therefore decided through resolution in national conventions and national 
council to participate with its own tickets in as many counties as possible 
and has rejected the idea of cooperation in the election. In most counties 

3PP has already decided locally to present tickets, 

Aftoi- discussion in the Central Committee it was therefore 

decided to inform you that we do not find that it will contribute to the 
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necessary clarification and to the work for n socialist policy in Norv^ay if 
our i:nrty lets itsolf be represented at the NCP Congress in March. 

With Socialist Greetings 
Socialist People’s Party 
Central Committee 
Knut L/jfsncs 
Chairman 

lieply“to the State Railroad Shopvorkers* Union, Trondheim, 
vhere SrP discusses the position of the labor movement in anticipation of 
the Storting election: 

W’e acknowledge receipt of the Union’s letler dated 22 
January with the suggestions for our party about discussing with the other 
labor parties the possibilities for cooperation in the coning Storting 
election. 

W'o look at the letter on the background of the possibility 
that exists at the coming election for a bourgeois majority in the Storting. 

The political opinion polls that are conducted every month 
have long shown a so marked decline for PNA that a realistic basis exists for 
such an appraisal. No single political cause has led to the polls showing 
this result. In our opinion the government party is now experiencing a 
general loss of confidence. There ore many reasons why sxich a crisis has 
occurred, but it is unfortunately not possible here to give any exhaustive 
account of our opinion concerning the reasons for the loss of confidence. 

Quite generally we can however sny that one of the principal reasons is that 
the government party has abandoned its original programs end does no”* today 
appear with any socialist alternative for Norwegian domestic and foreign 
policy. And it has been shown that when a socialist altemntive to the 
bo Tgoois-liberalist social policy is obliterated the voters swing over to the 
bourgeois parties. 

With regard to me* ting such a crisis caused hy a general 
loss of confidence it appears perfectly cleor to us that no other pnrty than 
i»AA itself can alter the situation that has come up. It is the party’s own 
politics that is the cause of the crisis and only DNA itself can solve this 



problem. The proposal for a dcv work progrnm tliat has been pres nted shows 
that DNA has chosen to gamble on winning votes on the right instead of 
radicalizing its politics. 

V<o see it as our task to give those who today turn tl^eir 
backs on the ^nbor Party an opportunity to vote for a party th >t on a free 
and sncialis^ basis emerges with a e’ear altemntive as regards both foreign 
P.nd domc.‘stic politics. By providing the largest possible number of voters 
with this opportunity ve will therefore secure a larger slmre of the votes 
cast for the l'»bor movement. V.’e feel certain that the Shopworkers* Union 
understands how greet the importance will ' e for the total Norwegian labor 
movement if for exoatple the labor representatives in the Storting arc backed 
by of the voters instead of for exnriple only ••ith an energetic effort 

and support from all those who in reality agree with ns in our policies ve 
will win so many scats that BNA*s loss will be counterbalanced and there will 
continue to be a majority in the Storting for a socialist policy. »ith such 
on election return ve believe DKA will become more willing to use this 
majority for a pblicy friendly to labor and to the consumers. 

In spite of the political opinion polls until now having 
shown a significant decline for i)KA, this would not have represented any 
danger- whatever to a labor majority in the Storting if ve hod had a more 
democratic election system than \re have today. In 1964 the Storting discussed 
a proposal to change the Constitution to the effect that ve would get equalize^ 
tion mandates such as in Denmark. Our party’s representatives in the Storting 
poir^tod out that adoption of this proposal would guarantee the labor r ajority 
i;i the Storting because the three labor parties together would only with great 
(lifficulty fall elov the 50^^ limit. The D*\A was however not concerned with 
defending either socialism or the joint interests of the labor movement or with 
the guarantee of a labor majority in the Storting, for DNA it was only the 
partisan self interest that mattered, and for thnt reason DNA by its voting 
prevent'd a democratization of the election system. Tliereby DNA took on 
itself a great responsibility that it con neither dodge nor pass on to others. 

The Sliopvorkers* Union addresses an appeal to us to discuss 
political party cooperation in anticipation of the coming Storting election. 
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DiiA has lon^ R,f;o definitively declared thnt it will not engage in any coopera¬ 
tion whatever with any other party. If coopo etion betw'een the labor prrties 
is to have any politicalmeaning and thus gain political significance, it is 
self-evident that a prerequisite must be that all three labor parties pa.riici- 
pp.te. Demands for unconditional surrender by one party is no way of cooperA/- 
ti 

Against this background ve would conclude our reply to 
you, but we sho '.ld like to take the liberty to continue with a more political 
motivation of how we look at the question of cooperation before the coming 
election. 

The organizational split within the labor movement is not 
a question of one or more parties, but of a profound disagreerient in the 
tiews on the most important political questions. 

In the Storting SPP is alone in saying: 
yes to Norwegian disarmament and neutrality (there is complete agreement 

between DNA and the bourgeois pa.rties about militaiy policy, which in 
the national budget is expressed in on expenditure of almost 2000 
million kroner) 

SPP also says yes to Norwegian independence of tlie Common Market (DNA and the 
bourgeois parties, aside from the Center I’arty, are in principle for 
^ Norwegian affiliation'with the Common Market.. VTe ore convinced thnt 
the btorting tliat now is to be elected will have to take a stand on 
Norwegian membership in the Common Market and in the recently published 
work program for DNA it is said that ”The Labor ^'arty will work for a 
large market that shall encompass all of Western Lurope”) 

Si’J' says yes to Norwegian economic independence (DNA and the bourgeois 

parties are strong for draw-ing in foreign capital as owTier of Norwegian 
enterprises. In DNA's new program it is said that active politics must 
be carried on *Vith the aim of getting technically advanced cooperation 
abroad to engage in industrial projects in Norway." 

SPP says yes to a socialist planned econony with control by the Storting, the 
popularly elected organs, over the country's economic life. (Member¬ 
ship in the Common ^iarket and the engagement of foreign corporations in 



Norv'e^ian economic life vill definitely hinder a socialist planned 
econoD^) 

Socialist People's r«nrty would desert its bnsic ideas and 
its prof^rnjn if it should omit jjresentins tickets in the counties where the 
party lias the economic and ort^anizational basis for doing so. It would be a 
betrayal of those voters who shore our views as regards the above mentioned 
Major political questions, not to give them tbe opportunity to express their 
opinion on these questions and a betrayal to recorrifnend that they vote for a 
party which in the Storting is supporting opposing views. 

In a democratic country the voters linve the right through 
tlieir voting to say which policies they wish the country to follow. In 
dictatorship countries the voters arr prevent d from expressing alternative 
opinions and have the opportunity to vote for only one policy. The votii.g 
workers in Norway must have the opportunity to vote for a socialist policy. 

Greetings 

Socialist i'eople's Tarty 
Central v;ommittee 
Knut L/fsnes 
Qioirman 
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JOINT COI/iMUNIQUE .ISSUED BY CZECHOSI/OVAK AND BELGIAN CP's 

/"Followin.^ is a translation of an unsigned 

article in the French-language daily news¬ 
paper of the Belgian Communist Pa^^ty^ I^ 

Drapeau Roucie (Red Flap:). Brussels 4 No. 62. 

15 lwarciri965, page l.J 

Comrades Ernest Burnelle^ president of the Belgian 
Communist Party, and Bob Gordover, member of its Central Com¬ 
mittee, both representin .5 this committee, were received 
Larch 10 and 11 by the Central Committee of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party. 

Our Belgian comrades were received by the first 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Czech CP, Antonin 
Novotny. Comrades Vladimir Koucky, secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Czech CP, and Oldrich Kaderka, man in charge 
of that Central Committee's international section, partici¬ 
pated equally in the discussions. 

The representatives of the Belgian and Czech CP's 
exchanged information concerning the policy and activities 
of their respective fraternal parties based on the line of 
the international communist movement as formulated by the 
1957 and I960 coni'erences. They expressed their unshaken 
willingness to ,ioin with the other fraternal parties in 
helping to strengthen the unity of the international commun¬ 
ist movement in its struggle against imperialism and colo¬ 
nialism, and its fight for peace and peaceful coexistence, 
for democracy and socialism. 

Our Belgian comrades, in this connection, indica¬ 
ted their support for the results of the recent consultative 
meeting of the workers' and communist parties held in Moscow, 
and for the contents of the communique unanimously adopted 
at the end o^ this conference. 
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The representatives of the two CP*s announced their 
supDort for increased contacts and cooperation between their 
respective parties. The discussions were carried on in a 
fraternal atmosphere, and confirmed the feeling of harmony 
which exists between the Czech and the Belgian Communist 
Parties regarding the basic questions of our epoch* 
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DIE ZEIT SEES ROME CHALLENGING MOSCOW HEGEMONY IN COMMUNIST WORLD 


following is a translation of an article by 
Hansjakob Stehle entitled "Roman Forum for 
Heresies’* in the German-language independent 
weekly newspaper Die Zeit (Time), No. 11, 
Hamburg, 12 ISarch 1965, page 2../ 


What neither Stalin nor Khrushchev dreamed could happen 
is now taking place before the eyes of their successors: When 
the comrades in East Europe look around for new impulses, they 
are more and more looking toward Rome and lesa and less toward 
ikioscow. In the central party office in Rome there is now a 
group, of intellectuals and intelligent functionaries who have 
dedicated their ambitions not only toward their own party but 
who are also spreading out like missionaries toward East Europe 
and finding receptive ears there. 

When Togliatti shortly before his death demanded in his 
testament made at Yalta that communists had to become the fore¬ 
most fighters for freedom in intellectual life euad artistic 
creativity, he clothed his call, in polemics against the West 
where he supposedly saw these freedoms threatened. Togliatti*s 
successors are rubbing up to the V/estern world, in which they 
have to create election possibilities for themselves, but Luigi 
Longo, the new head of the Italian CP, goes even further. He 
says, "We view it as our duty to spur on all those elements 
which can accelerate the trend toward greater democracy in the 
socialist countries in which, as we believe, it is not neces— 
sexy to maintain certain limitations of freedom.” 

At the end of January, Longo sent eight of his young 
Intellectuals to Pra,;ue, and at the end of February, to Buda¬ 
pest, in order to propagate the Italian type of socialism. In 
Warsaw he already for a long time possessed influential friends 
who have a speciol•liking for printing copies of the self-willed 
articles of Rinasclta (Renaissance). In this weekly publica¬ 
tion, the level of which is not attained by any other communist 
printed material in either East or West, the ferment of the 
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ideological fermentation is gathering. A monthly supplement 
• II ContGinooraneo (The Contemporary) has recently been included 
with the Rinascita . The supplement is even more stuck-up and 
is plainly becoming the intellectual meeting place of the re¬ 
visionists of all countries. 

"Ideology no longer guarantees culture, for it itself 
seems to have lost its uniformity of meaning. It is eight 
years since the XX Party Congress in Moscow but the crisis of 
monolithism has not been transformed into a new system of 
theoretical unity. Every type of de-Stalinization which limits 
itself to turning around only certain of the concepts of Sta¬ 
linist ideology into their opposites can produce only new ab¬ 
stract hypotheses." This is what Hossana Rossanda, the leader 
of the culture commission of the Italian CP, wrote in the 
latest issue of II Contemporaneo . This temperamental thirty- 
eight year old lady also headed her party’s delegation in Bu¬ 
dapest. V/hile there^ she obtained an interview with Georg Lakaos 
[See TICD, No 702, JPRS: 29,309], the head of the Austrian refonn commu¬ 
nists. Her comrades brought skeptical reflections by the Slo¬ 
vakian writer Laslo Novomensky [See TICD, No. 702, JPRS: 29,309] back from 
Prague.^ He had been a victim of a Stalinist show trial in the 
fifties. In 11 Contempor^eo he wrote, "I keep asking myself 
if the present interpretation which communism gives to the 
world can still have the significance for the seeker of truth 
and for the twenty to twenty—five year old youth that it had 
for us our time." His answer has a very skeptical sound. 
Ernst Fischer, somewhat more optimistic, attempts a break¬ 
through: "Marxism is just not an ideology. Ideologies are 
fortresses but ideas operate in open territory and measure 
their strength in direct combat. We have to overcome the fears 
of the old commanders of the ideological citadels who were 
afraid to go out into the open field. We have to coexist ideo¬ 
logically, become familiar with the ideas of others, and guard 
ourselves from such labels as ’bourgeois,* ’decadent,’ and 
’anti-Marxist.’ Togliatti once said tliis to me about some 
functionary; ’How can someone be a Marxist if he has not even 
attained the level of bourgeois culture?’" 

The question of de-ideologiaing theory and restoring 
life to it is also dealt with by Lukacs, the old master of 
Marxist literary science who has seldom been in the public eye 
since his unfortunate role as minister in the government of 
Imre Nagy in 1956. "We have lost Marxism and must find it 
again," said Lukacs to the Italians. "Ther is no resistance 
by the Stalinist forces which i^akes self-criticism from the 
bottom up difficult. Difficult also because the intellectual 
wasteland brought forth a generation which is exposed to the 
temptation of empiricism." 

"And how do you regard the Sino-Soviet quarrel from 
this viewpoint?" Lukacs was asked by the Italian communists. 
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”X would say that the Soviet Union is correct but that 
she has no theoretical awareness of her historical correctness*” 
There is a lack in the Marxist base. In this sense Lukacs also 
considers the reforms su^s^sted by the Soviet economist Lieb- 
ermann to be ”pure empiricism which is making our economy be¬ 
come capitalistic" without giving the reforms a theoretical 
(Marxist) basis. 

Lukacs; also has doubts about modern tendencies in lit¬ 
erature. He considers the works of Ionesco, Musil, and Beckett 
to be entirely without value; only Thomas Mann and some of 
Brecht *8 works are considered by him to be of lasting veilue* 

”1 will soon be eighty years old and am becoming more and more 
anti-modern,” he said» "To me, literary history appears to be 
an enormous cemetery: thousands of gravestones and only a few 
voices which can still speak today.” 

This does not prevent Lukacs from standing up for cul¬ 
tural and political tolerance: "The party must not have any 
line in questions of aesthetics. Whenever central committees 
express opinions about music or films, they only make themselves 
ridiculous. Today we are seeing a wave of cultural liberalism 
In our countries and parties. I am by no means opposed to this, 

if only for its pedagogical value. Our young people still 
worship everything that comes out of the V/est because it still 
exerts the attraction of the forbidden, everything from Beckett 
to pop art# Once this has become normalised critical judgement 
will no longer draw a dividing line between the culture of the 
East and the culture of the West but rather inside of the two 
cultures# But during all this liberalization I would like to 
ask to say a word for Marxism also#” 

Behind Lukacs* soft irony is the disagreeable dilemma 
of the older Marxist intelligentsia which today* no longer has 
to fight againsU rigid Stalinists but rather against young 
liberals who would indeed like to be the vanguard but who have 
contempt for regulations# At present the French CP is also be¬ 
coming aware of this for it is retreating to Stalinist formulas 
in its quarrel with its refractory student association# The 
versatility of the behavior of the Italian communists is shown 
by how they immediately offered the restricted French CP 
students a public voice in Rinascita , In Prague the Italian 
Spinella announced to the far mor3 modest Czech comrades: 

"The politician does not permit cultural autonomy, for he needs 
it himself# He does not tolerate but rather encourages the de-^ 
mands for autonomy. This signifies a maximum of freedom and 
responsibility for the intellectual." 

The Italian communists are playing their role of the 
avant garde also with respect to Moscow. They did not hesi¬ 
tate to reprove Kommunist . the theoretical organ of the CP of 
the Soviet Union, when this publication didactically and 
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erroneously intruded itself into an internal party debate 
aaong the Italians. Indeed, in the latest issue of II Con — 
temporaneo sketches made by the communist artist Renato 
Guttoso on the Hungarian uprising of 1956 were published for 
the first time. The desire for truth seems to disregard 
tactical considerations. And, since the Rome communist party 
publications may be freely ordered everywhere In the East,, the 
desire for truth la spreading across boundaries* 
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WOLFGANG LEONHARD: SOVIET **ANNOYANCE” WITH 
PEKING AND OTHER FRATERNAL PARTIES 


following is a translation of an article by 
Y/olfgang. Leonhard entitled "Annoyance With Peking 
and Other 'Brothers*" in the German-Slanguage in-» 
dependent weekly newspaper Die Zeit (Time), No# 11, 
Hamburg, 12 March 1965, page 


The communist conference in Moscow has ended in failure# 
The plan to establish a new general line, to create a perma¬ 
nent international committee for the communist world movement,, 
and to prepare for a world conference had to be shelved# De¬ 
signating the conference as a consultative meeting already 

ohowed the modesty of its goals. 

But even uiidur these conditions Moscow was unable to 
secure the participation of the twenty-six countries which 
were invited# In addition to the six parties oriented toward 
Peking (the parties of China, Albania, North Korea, North 
Vietnam, and the communist parties of Indonesia and Japan), 
the Rumanians also boycotted the meeting# In the end, only 
nineteen communist parties sent their representatives to Mos¬ 
cow, including the eight ruling parties of the Soviet Union, 
Poland, the GDR, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Mongolia, 
and Cuba as well as eleven additional communist parties, in¬ 
cluding five from Europe (England, Finland, France, Italy, and 
West Germany) and six from non-European countries (Argentina, 
Australia, Brazil, India, Syria, and the United States)# The 
communists from Africa were not present at all at this meetii^# 
In contrast to previous meetings of a similar nature, 
this time the communist countries and parties were not re¬ 
presented by their head leaders but rather only by expert 
functionaries 'for problems of ideology and the communist world 
movement# The four member Soviet, delegation was headed by 
Mikhail Suslov# 

The consultative conference met in the same hotel in 
the Lenin hills in which already in June 1963 the famous Sino- 
Soviet negotiations had ended in a fiasco#. During the meeting 



the participants agreed on a very general proclamation, against, 
tiie American bombing attacks on North Vietnam and announced 
their solidarity with the heroic party of the workers of Viet-^ 
nam which itself had found it necessary to send delegates to 
koscow*. 

It is plain that it was very difficult for the partici¬ 
pants to agree on a communique» Two versions were opposed to 
each other# One version wanted to reject all anti-Chinese em¬ 
phasis in order to leave the door open for an eventual resump¬ 
tion of talks with Peking# A second opinion was in favor of 
condemning the Chinese divisive activity# This second version 
was most probably supported primarily by the delegations of the 
communist parties of Australia, India, and Brazil; i#e», by 
those countries in which there is a second Chinese communist 
party# 

The Chinese wing used this conference in order to carry 
on its attacks against the Soviet Union with fresh intensity# 

At the same time that the meeting was beixig held in Moscow the 
third volume of the Chinese collection of all speeches, state¬ 
ments, and writings of Khrushchev was being published in Peking 
with a foreword vihich stated that, **The dark spirit of Khrushdaev 
has not yet disappeared# That is why the battle against 
Khrushchev revisionism is not over yet#** The Peking people's 
newspaper stated that, '*The dispute will never end as long as 
there are those who believe in Khrushchev revisionism and who 
follow him and propagate it#'* 

The Peking newspaper was especially hostile to the words 
'’peaceful'* and "entire#" V<hat is meant here is the Soviet theses 
on peaceful coexistence between countries with different orders 
of society, on peaceful competition between capitalism and so¬ 
cialism, and the peaceful transition from capitalism to so¬ 
cialism# Also meant was the statement made at the XXII Soviet 
party congress, according to which the Soviet Union has evolved 
from a dictatorship of the proletariat to a state of the entire 
people and the CP of the USSR has developed to be a party of 
the entire people# 

At the end of the conference there occurred in front of 
the American embassy in Moscow the protest demonstration of 
Soviet, Asiatic, and African students against the retaliatory 
flights made by the United States# The demonstration clearly 
slipped out of the control of its organizers and forced the. 
Soviet authorities to take sharp measures against the excesses# 
This in turn led to a counter-action by Peking# The Peking 

leaders charged the Soviet police and soldiers with having 
committed deeds of violence against Chinese students# 

The outcome of the elections in the important Tndian 
state of Kerala in which the Peking-oriented branch of the CP 
became the strongest party* with, forty seats while the Moscow- 
oriented faction obtained only three seats was further bad 
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news for the Soviet leaders. 

The conspicuous failure may have convinced the Soviet 
leadership in the meantime that it was a mistake to hold the 
conference. After Khrushchev had been ousted in the middle of 
October 1964 it would have been easy for the Kremlin to let the 
entire matter quietly be disregarded. 

After the Koscow meeting one can now. expect a re-^valua- 
tion or, as it is called in party language, an analysis of the 
situation. Two questions will be in the foreground of all cal¬ 
culations made by the Kremlin. The most genuine and pressing 

problem is the relationship with Peking. For almost three years 
the Soviet leadership has been vacillating between sharp mea¬ 
sures against the Peking leaders and new attempts at reconcili¬ 
ation. But it has been precisely this vacillation wtilch has 
caused the influence of Peking in the world movement to con¬ 
tinually increase. But, as the Soviet leadership has probably 
recognimed now, further vacillation is hardly possible any more. 

The second conclusion concerns the relationsliip of the 
Kremlin to the communist world movement. The many disappoint¬ 
ments which the Soviet leadership has experienced in recent 
years not only with Peking but also with Its other fraternal 
parties may reduce the Kremlin*^s interest in the communist 
world movement. It is not impossible that in the future the 
Soviet leadership may become considerably more flexible in its 
party relationships and to an increasing extent, at least in 
certain under-developed countries, rely on non-communist parties 
and forces which are ready to cooperate with Moscow on some 
question or other. 

The great poli-tical interest of Moscow for the ruling 
parties and organisations in Mall (Sudanese Union), Ghana 
(Convention People's Party), Algeria (FLN), and Burma CSo- 
ciallst Program Party) is clear, and it is not a question here 
of state relations but of party relations. Training function¬ 
aries of the Sudanese Union in the Soviet party higher school 
and Soviet participation in the construction of the party 
school for the Sudanese Union in Mall are as yet isolated ex¬ 
amples. Nevertheless, this is apparently a precedent which 
shows that the Soviet leadership is engaged in establishing 
party relationships to the non-communist national parties in 
the under-developed countries. 
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VARGA DECRIES WORKER PARTICIPATION IN 
MANAGEMENT AS CAPITALIST TRICK 


[Following is a translation of an article by V. Varga 
entitled, "Contributions to the Discussion Before the XIX 
Austrian CP Congress" in the German-language daily organ 
of the Austrian CP, Volksstimme (Voice of the People), 
Vienna, 11 March 1965, page 6.] 


The document on the struggle for co-determination contains much 
that is new for us communists and that we did not previously know. Among 
other things, it is stated here that: "The workers assume their part of the 
responsibility for economic decisions in which they actually participated," 

Co-responsibility under capitalism can nevertheless mean only that 
the workers are responsible for the functioning of the capitalist economy. 

That is, the question of the standard of living and of the job itself would 
depend on the functioning of the capitalist economy. Co-responsibility in 
an economy in which competition is the most important driving force would 
mean that the workers would be split into groups battling against, each other. 
For real income and jobs would depend on the sale of the products produced 
so that the workers of one enterprise would be in the same competitive struggle 
against the workers of another enterprise, just as the entrepreneurs themselves 
are. 


Up to now it has been we communists who have most strongly fought 
against the attempts of the capitalists to interest the workers in the 
flourishing of the capitalist economy. It was therefore clear to us that 
offering public shares of stock meant only that the worker and employee felt 
himself to be co-responsible as a stockholder for the capitalist economy 
so that he lost all interest in the class struggle. What the capitalists 
have not yet been successful in doing is now, according to the new theses on 
co-determination, to be brought about by we communists ourselves. 

The theses state that by means of co-determination, among other things 
the power of the monopolies is to be restricted and turned back. Restricting 
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the power of the nwnopolies is nevertheless possible only if the working class 
does not let itself be split into groups by being drawn into the capitalist 
economic system but rather closes its ranks in a clear front against the class 
enemy• 
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VOLKSSTIMME URGES PEACEFUL ROAD TO SOCIALISM 


[ Following is a translation of an article by Inge Hofer 
entitled, ''Contributions to the Discussion Before the XIX 
Austrian CP Congress" in the German-language daily organ of 
the CP of Austria, Volksstimme (People*s Voice), Vienna, 

11 March 1965, page 5.] 


In studying the theses of the XIX Austrian CP Congress, 

I noticed several contradictory points as well as some state- 
nients which were otherwise clear and uninistal:eable. 

In section five it is stated among other things that an 
orientation toward a peaceful path to socialism is by no means 
a guarantee that the path will indeed be peaceful» In my opin¬ 
ion, this reservation is entirely correct• Further on, however, 
the same piece goes on to say that, "li^ithout this orientation 
toward a peaceful path to socialism, there will be no orienta¬ 
tion whatever toward socialism in Austria." I believe that in 
Austria and in her working class and revolutionary advance 
troops there was already an orientation toward socialism before 
there was any talk of a peaceful path. 

Tnen it is further stated in section five that the peace¬ 
ful path will by no means be a path without struggle but rather 
that there will be a struggle against the bitter resistance of 
the exploiting classes, the entire thesis nevertheles's is lacking 
in a concrete, unambiguous indication as to just who in this 
struggle, whicli is to be a bitter class struggle, is to be the 
guiding and directing force. It is true that it somehow fol¬ 
lows from the statements that among all the forces which one 
wants to unite in a broad alliance against monopoly capital, 
the most iiiiportant ouc, or, more correctly, the decisive one 
if the struggle for socialism is to be successful is the alli¬ 
ance of the working class with the working farmers and the pro¬ 
gressive intelligentsia. It is also described in detail that 
the peaceful path toward socialism will be adopted by several 
parties and that in the agreement of various groupings against 


- 24 - 



ir.oncpoly capital, the alliance of various parties which repre¬ 
sent various levels of society will herald the construction of 
socialisnio 

In contrast to the comprehensive exposition of this op¬ 
timistic prognosis, however, one will search all sixteen points 
of the thesis in vain to determine who or what driving political 
force will he decisive. I believe that even an orientation 
toward a peaceful path toward socialism which, as has been em¬ 
phasized, cajinot be without struggle, does not spare us the ne¬ 
cessity of recognizing certain clear facts: That despite altered 
conditions on the one hand and unfavorable objective cirevunstanoes 
Oil the other hand the fact nevertheless remains that the working 
class and its allies need a revolutionary force at their head in 
the struggle for socialism; namely, a party which takes a stand 
based on Marxism on all principal questions and which can ful¬ 
fill its task of being advanced troops and a leading force. 
Without these revolutionary troops as a nucleus \tiiich will lead 
in ideology and organization in all class, struggles and which will 
assume the leading role, the heralded changes and transforma¬ 
tions of the various parties widLch arc to be oriented toward so¬ 
cialism together with us will hardly take place. Why is this not 
clearly stated in the theses? 

There is no doubt that our fraternal parties in Italy and 
France have it easier tlian w.e in Austria do since they are al¬ 
ready a leading force within their working class. 

I just do not believe that the less favorable conditions 
in Austria and the fact that the greater part of our working 
class is in the ranks of the SPO will permit us to disregard, 
this important point simply by remaining silent or by using 
non-concrete formulas which say nothing. 
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ITALIAN COMMUNIST SEES REUTIONS IMPROVING 
BETWEEN MOSCOW AND PEIPING 


[Following is a translation of an article by Giorgio 
Signorini entitled, ’’Debate Resumed Between Moscow and 
Peiping” in the Italian-language Communist-line daily 
newspaper Paese Sera (Country Evening Edition), Rome, 

7 March 1965, page 11.] 


It has been noted, as one should, that the Soviet 
premier, Alexei Kosygin, directing himself to Soviet citi¬ 
zens over their television screens and reporting on his 
trip to the Far East, explicitly stated that the talks car¬ 
ried on by his delegation in Peiping had as their subject 
"the development of economic and cultural relations between 
the two countries” and had made it possible ”to clear up 
the possibilities of further development in these relations 
All the symptoms and all the information coining from Moscow 
and Peiping lead one to understand that the Soviet premier 
adopted an extremely chutious form of understatement in 
reporting to his television audience and that in reality 
the debate between Moscow and Peiping has already been 
started on its way to a new resumption, the events in Viet 
Nam and their common interest in reacting in an effective 
manner to the American initiative being nothing more than 
an added and subsidiary factor. It should in fact be short 
ly announced that a large contingent of Soviet technicians 
is getting ready to go back to Peiping^and that many pro¬ 
jects for mutual technical cooperation^abruptly suspended 
during the past five year period^have returned to the draw¬ 
ing boards of Soviet specialists accompanied by all the 
necessary modifications to bring them up to date supplied 
by Chinese technicians in view of a renewal of cooperation* 
It will also be announced that the Soviet government in 
taking this important decision to reopen relations has re¬ 
leased a large part of the frozen technical aid funds hid¬ 
den among the loopholes in the Soviet budget, freeing them 
to accompany the technicians who are boarding planes for 
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Peiping. Lastly it will be announced that almost as if by 
a miracle certain maps which had given rise to surprise and 
worry due to the fact that they showed the borders towards 
Sinkiang and Mongolia with considerably large differences 
compared with the borders found in all the atlases of the 
world and considered to be absolutely correct by ^loscow^ 
have disappeared during the past few weeks from offices, 
book stores and public places* Even if the first concrete 
results of the conversations in Peiping between Kosygin 
and the Chinese leaders were to be limited to only this, 
one still could not say that no important steps had been 
taken along the road towards a recommencement of discuss¬ 
ions between the two countries. The ideological problems 
certainly remain open^but as is known they are certain In 
Peiping that anything that cannot be solved this year can 
be solved next year. And as the great anxiety with regard 
to monolithism which still seemed to disquiet Soviet lead¬ 
ers during the Khrushchev era recedes^it would seem that 
Moscow, too, is becoming converted to this same theory 
(that one can solve next year what can't be solved this 
year) • 
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COMMUNIST PARTY OF ITALY ISSUES COMMUNIQUE 
ON THE MOSCOW MEETING 


/Following is a translation of an article signed 
b*y the executive board of the Italian Communist 
Party entitled, "PCI Executive Board's Communique 
on the Moscow Meeting," in the Italian-language 
daily newspaper of the Italian Communist Party, 

1 'Unita (Unity), Rome, 10 Mar 65, page 

The Central Committee delegation which took part in 
the consultative meeting held in Moscow by representatives 
of the Communist and workers' parties of various countries 
reported on March 8 to the party executive board on the 
proceedings and outcome of the meeting. The executive 
board approved the conduct of the delegation which, after 
having consulted with the executive organs of the party 
and in conformity with the mandate given them, subscribed 
in a spirit of unity to the announcement drawn up at the 
conclusion of discussions communicating information about 
the meeting and comparing the opinions of participating 
parties• 

The executive board has been pleased to note that 
the meeting took on and preserved basically a non-delibera- 
tive but rather a consultative character of friendly and 
fruitful exchanges of opinions on the tasks in the struggle 
of the international Communist movement and on the problems 
of its unity. 

The executive board looks upon as favorable the fact 
that the final report places its accent on the need for 
promoting struggles carried on in common against imDerial- 
ism and for peace;and to this end the need for multiplying 
bilateral and multilateral contacts among all the parties 
as a main road to promote in fact and deed the unity of 
the whole of the movement and all of the forces of libera¬ 
tion and progressj to diminish and limit within this scope 
all of the existing differences and overcome the erroneous 
positions which serve as fuel to promote such differences. 
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Particularly at the present moment which sees the 
international situation aggravated by increased aggressive¬ 
ness of the most reactionary Western ruling circles, this 
is the path which best, responds to the desire of the great 
popular masses for unity; it better promotes the working 
out of a strategy adequate to meet the new problems which 
have arisen in recent years and better corresponds to the 
worldwide dimensions and the complexity taken on by the 
democratic and revolutionary movement; it is better adapted 
to change political conditions with the passage of time and 
bring them to a head in such a way that the time will be 
ripe for arriving at a possible international conference 
which would be unitary, constructive and give fruitful re¬ 
sult s • 


Such a line requires however, as experience has al¬ 
ready showi^ that there be a more attentive and thorough 
evaluation of the international sitviation, also with re¬ 
spect to the analyses and tho conclusions arrived at at 
the 1957 and I960 conferences, requiring also that any 
international conference which may be held should bo looked 
upon not as a starting point but rather as a point of ar¬ 
rival or culmination of a gradual unitary process* 

Our party's delegation energetically drew attention 
to these points on the part of the other parties present 
at the meeting and supported our oarty's position as to 
the unsuitability of undertaking any future initiative 
which may liave any different inspiration behind it as to 
timing or character. 

The executive board believes it more necessary than 
ever that the cause of the unity of the Communist and vrork- 
ers' .uovement embodied in the autonomy of each single party, 
the cause of the unity of all the forces of liberation, tho 
cause of the widest possible unity of all the forces of de¬ 
mocracy and peace, should be pursued with maximum dedica¬ 
tion in on unbreakable bond between the struggle for peace¬ 
ful coexistence and the anticolonial, anti-imperialist 
struggle• 


The PCI v\^ill continue to make its full contribution 
to prevent crystallization or further exasperation of the 
present differences w’ithin the Communist and workers* move¬ 
ment, to disabuse the adversaries of the hones for a per¬ 
manent split in the movement, to promote everything which 
may be able to encourage and ensure a return to unity 
through common undertakings in the struggle, numerous con¬ 
tacts in all directions and frank, constructive discussionsi 
10 707 Executive Board 
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THE '’UNCERTAIN FUTURE" OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF FRANCE 
AS SEEN BY ITALIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY ORGAN 


[Following is a translation of an article by Gastone Orefice 
entitled, "The Many Trends and Uncertain Future of French 
Conmunistn" in the Italian-language weekly organ of the 
Italian Social Democratic Party, Socialismo Democratico 
(Democratic Socialism), No 51, Rome, 7 March 1965, page 12.] 


/Sub-heads2.7 Developments in the political situation 
in the Fifth Republic -- The pressure exerted by youth and 
intellectuals in the cells and sections demanding democra* 
tization operates contrary to the extremist suggestions of 
the pro-Chinese elements -- The significance of the elec¬ 
toral agreements with the democratic Socialists* 

^Textj^7 Paris, March. 

The electoral law worked out by the Gaullists to go 
into effect for new municipal elections has had the oppo¬ 
site consequences to those hoped for by those who had pro¬ 
moted it* Instead of inducing the moderate parties to come 
closer together, such as the independents, the Catholics in 
the MRP /Mouvement Rcpublicain Populaire; Popular Republi¬ 
can Movement/, with the Gaullist UNR-UDT ^Union pour la 
Nouvelle Republique-Union democratique des travailleurs; 
Union for the New Republic-Democratic Vorkers* Union7 it 
forced the General's faithful to present themselves under 
different labels within the electoral lists of the moder¬ 
ates; instead of achieving an isolation of the Communists 
it favored a developinent within the party of the extreme 
left such as would make possible a resumption of its con¬ 
tacts with democratic Socialists and the other formations 
in the center* 



Since the maintenance of a balance in French politics 
depends on the changes which are taking place in the Commu¬ 
nist Party^it will be of interest to take a close look at 
what is happening and to make a precise judgment of the im¬ 
portance of the alliances which the Communists have suc¬ 
ceeded in making with the D emocratic Socialists for the 
coming ilarch 14 and I'darch 21 elections* Xt should be noted^ 
first of all^that there is no trend towards any popular 
front movement in France for the moment* The Popular Front 
of thirty years ago was a nationwide alliance and not just 
a local agreement which runs up against complete disharmony 
in certain areas -- Marseilles for example -- as well as 
the coexistence of entirely contradictory alliances* The 
Popular Front took in not only the parties inspired by So¬ 
cialism but also the radicols« that is to say all of the 
left of those days* v'oreover the movement was not merely 
of an electoral or vote-getting nature but was based on an 
agreement reached on a specific program, a common program 
such as not even the democratic Socialists and the Commu¬ 
nists have attempted to achieve at the present time. 

It is obvious, though, as Maurice Duverger observes 
in Le Monde ,that the change which has taken place within 
the PCF ^Parti Comrjuni ste Franca is; French Communist Partjf7 
opens up new prospects for the balance of French politics* 
Ever since 194? domination by the forces of the right has 
been ensured either directly or indirectly by the isolation 
of the Coni.nunist Party* The left cannot bring together a 
majority without the Cominunist Party; w^hen it unites with 
the Communists it cannot achieve a majority either^because 
when it does it loses its moderate elements* This is a 
vicious circle exploited by the conservatives and at pres¬ 
ent by the Gaullists* Only a different attitude on the 
part of the Comraunists would make it possible to reach 
agreement with the other center-left groups and hence upset 
the nationwide political balance* 

The rank and file 

Two chief factors indicate that there is something 
doing in the French Communist Party now^ just a few months 
after the death of I'laurice Thorez. First of allj one should 
note that though the PCF’s attitude is almost like that of 
the Democratic Socialists on the level of national policy 
with respect to domestic issues, the Comraunists are in 
agreement with General De Gaulle on certain problems of 
foreign policy. The French president's anti-Americanism, 
his neutralist policy in Southeast Asia, his work on be¬ 
half of a Europe consisting of sovereign states detached 
politically, economically and militarily from the United 
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States -- all these suit the French Communists particularly 
well. V7ith respect to the various national political forces^ 
then the Communists find themselves divided according to 
whether they attribute more importance to domestic or to 
international political problems. 

In the second place»the internal differences within 
the party indicate that the internal problems can no longer 
be suffocated by any silence imposed by party discipline or 
by the authority of a leader such as Thorez undoubtedly was; 
this is brought out by the fact that the disagreement be¬ 
tween the young people in the Communist Youth Movement and 
the party secretariat was officially brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the membership of the party, and that the open letter 
by the intellectuals in defense of "the young people, even 
though condemned, was discussed by the central committee 
and was the subject of an official communique. The agita¬ 
tion of the pro-Chinese faction within the PCF on the other 
hand does not fail to make itself heard even outside the 
cells through violent editorials in the mysterious sheet. 

La Voie Communists (The Comiminist Path); after congratula¬ 
ting themselves on the eviction of Khrushchev, the pro-Chi- 
nese have been hurling anathemas at the heads of party 
leaders who favor a development towards improved internal 
party democracy. 

Besides, the French Communists, themselves, are 
changing. The w^orking class tends to fit itself into the 
existing order of things and is unwilling to give up cer¬ 
tain of the things which go to make up that order such as 
freedom of expression, the multiplicity of parties, the 
right of opposition, economic expansion. The majority of 
French Communists is now ready to adopt progressive meas¬ 
ures rather than a brutal revolution to carry on the strug¬ 
gle for social advancement; in any case they w^ould fear 
the adverse effects vrhich such a revolution would have on 
their standards of living* 

The party leaders cannot fail to take into account 
the attitudes and feelings of the rank and file; they thus 
cannot remain revolutionaries while the membership contin¬ 
ues to become less revolutionary. 

On the other hand^the great fear of the Communists 
held by a large segment of public opinion tends to disap¬ 
pear. ”In the 1950* s,” writes Duverger, **the French feared 
that collaboration with the Communists would lead to a 
peoples* democracy, a first step towards Sovietization; 
today many of them are convinced instead that neither Eur¬ 
ope's international situation nor its internal structure 
would make such an overthrow possible." 
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Ti)e pressure of youth and of French Communist intel¬ 
lectuals is aimed in the direction of greater democracy 
\vithin the party; it should be noted that the PCF secretar¬ 
iat did not specifically condemn such a trend-but only the 
fact that tiie youth and intellectuals had dar'ed to drag 
such problems out into tiie open outside the confines of 
internal party discussion. But the tension between the 
party, youth and the intellectuals which has remained la¬ 
tent for some ti.me is now on the agenda for consideration 
and must be resolved; the discussions themselves which will 
arise out of it w’ithin the cells may have important conse- 
<iuences. According to Valdeck Rochet,who inherited the po¬ 
sition of PCF secretary-general but not the authority of 
Ilaurice Tiiorez, the intellectuals **must make an effective 
contribution to the party, defending the positions of the 
working class and fitting themselves into the general ac¬ 
tivity of the oarty.” He !nade this statement last >Iay 
( 1964 ) during the Seventeenth Congress of the French Commu¬ 
nists. The intellectuals certainly did not remain within 
the limits of the tasks thus outlined when for the first 
time since 195^ they stated that they approved the requests 
of the youth that free discussion be inaugurated within 
the party; in effect they specified that they believed 
their task in political activity and in working out the 
doctrine cf Marxism must be the subject of broad discuss¬ 
ions; they clearly affirm that certain current difficul¬ 
ties could have been avoided if such discussions had taken 
place beforehand, too. Not only this, but to prevent any 
excessive reaction on the part of the party^thcy note that 
any division which might be made between ”good** and ”bad” 
intellectuals on the part of party authorities would have 
no other result than to considerably reduce the PCF*a In¬ 
fluence in university circles among both students and pro- 
f essors • 


Ob stacles 

In the conflict between intellectuals and party 
leadersjit is obvious that the intellectuals have no pros¬ 
pects for success in the immediate future at all; they make 
up a minority within their cells and party discipline will 
prevent them from putting their ideas into practice. Dut 
their propaganda cannot fail to have consequences of its 
own • 

Sven if the agreements between democratic Socialists 
of the SFIO ^Section franqaise de 1•internationale^ouvriere 
official description of the French Socialist Part^/ and the 
Comuiunists for the municipal elections are only superficial 
in reality, are merely local and are only for expediency, 
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leaving out of the question any formulation which could at¬ 
tempt to compare it with the Popular Front or even with a 
new understanding on the French left, it is obvious that 
the change which has shown itself to take place in the PCF 
tends to overcome the obstacles which have stood in the way 
before now to a simplification of the French political pic¬ 
ture. These same agreements,reached even now moreover,take 
into account future prospects and can have a considerable 
influence on French public opinion; the fact that democrat¬ 
ic Socialists like those in the SFIO, anything but pro-Sov- 
iet, could accept even a partial agreement with the Commu¬ 
nists should be evidence of the change which is underway. 

But the prospects, still very far off in time, of a 
complete reforming of groups on the left in France hinge 
in reality not only upon a greater willingness of the Com¬ 
munists to make themselves available, but also upon a con¬ 
clusive elucidation among the various factions inspiring 
the democratic Socialists within the SFIO. 

10,707 
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PRO-CHINESE BELGIAN CP PUBLISHES COMMUNIQUE 
OF SPANISH MARXIST-LENINIST CP 


[Following is a translation of a "Communique Issued by the 
Spanish (Marxist-Leninist) CP" in the French-language weekly 
organ of the pro-Chinese Belgian CP, La Voix du Peuple (Voice 
of the People), No 6, Brussels, 5 February 1965, page 13.] 


Recently we announced the reconstitution of the Span¬ 
ish Communist Party on a Iviarxist-Leninist basis* Today we 
salute the announcement by the brother Spanish Party of the 
appearance of a newspaper, "Vanguardia Obrera."' Moreover, 
the Central Committee of the PCE ( Parti Communiste d’Es- 
£a3n_e - Spanish Communist Party) has just addressed a com¬ 
munique to all Communist parties and to ail Marxtst-Leninists, 
a communique which we are publishing belowt 

To All Communist Parties (ML) 

And to All Marxist-Leninists of 
The Entire World 

The revisionist leadership of the Spanish Communist 
Party wanted to transform the Party into a little bourgeois 
and reformist party; it frankly abandoned the class positions 
of the Party, as well as its role as vanguard of the prole¬ 
tariat, and wanted to make "the party of all the people," 
the standard-bearer of a class reconciliation and capitula¬ 
tion before the bourgeoisie. It wanted the proletariat's 
Party to compromise itself in this path of class collabo¬ 
ration by renouncing the proletariat revolution, by replacing 
it with the opportunist illusion of democracy and parliamen- 
tarianism as transitory forms in order to pass peacefully 
Into socialism; it sold the interests of the working class 
and of all our people to the insatiable voracity of North - 
American Imperialism while claiming to be Ignorant of the 
fact that in its alliance with the internal, pro-imperialtst 
bourgeoisie, it constitutes the principal enemy of our 
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people. It also propagated among the proletariat and among 
all the people a little-bourgeois pacifism, and urged that 
they disarm before the actions of bloody terror Incessantly 
perpetrated by the fascist dictatorship to maintain itself 
in power. It further compromised itself along the path to 
the Party's liquidation by slandering and expelling from the 
ranks of the Party numerous militants and leaders who, through 
democratic discussions, tried to make the revisionist direc¬ 
tion abandon its positons of following and betrayal# It adop¬ 
ted a position of following and obeying the switch which 
forced the Party to accept the thesis which the most danger¬ 
ous revisionists of all time, rooted in the direction of the 
PCUS ( Parti Communis te de I'Union Sovietique - Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union), positions which would lead the 
latter to renounce the international proletariat and to slan¬ 
der in a brazen manner the glorious brother Communist parties 
of China and Albania. 

These facts and many others, as well as the monstrous 
positions adopted, have engendered within the Party a strong 
current in favor of the purity of Marxist-Leninist principles# 
Numerous honest militants, a large number of revolutionary 
Communists, indignant over the way It was desired to lead the 
glorious Communist Party of Spain through the muddy terrain 
of betrayal of the proletariat's role of leadership — a role 
which must lead the Party to the conquest of power, and the 
Spanish people ti socialism through revolution — led a hard 
battle against the opportunism and the revisionism of the 
PCE's direction, and for the return of the latter to the cor¬ 
rect positions of Marxism-Leninism. 

This battle was conducted as much within as without 
the Party. 

Today with the reconstitution of the PCE on a Marxist - 
Leninist basis and the revolutionary principles of the 1957 
and i 960 Moscow Declarations, the first stage of this battle 
is concluded. But the latter continues with more and more 
ardor. We must unshakably continue the struggle in order 
that all Marxist-Leninists, within as without, may rejoin our 
ranks to struggle under the flag of the Parti Communiste 
d'Espaqne (Spanish Communist Party) (ML) which is today ap¬ 
pearing. We must indefatigably continue elucidating work 
in order to root out from the Spanish working class the in¬ 
jurious influence of bourgeois ideology, which its agent, the 
revisionist direction, is trying to inculcate# 

The PCE (ML) in our day must be the worthy continuator 
of past heroic struggles of the Spanish people led by our 
glorious Party, before its traitorous direction falls into 
modern revisionism. We claim this glorious history, and we 
cannot tolerate that while we are taking hold of It, they try 
to present as good the damaged counter-revolutionary merchan¬ 
dise contrary to the interests of the working class and the 
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Spanish people. 

The Spanish Communist Party (ML) is rising again as 
the avant-guard of the Spanish proletariat, determined to ac¬ 
company it and to steer it in the accomplishment of its his¬ 
toric mission. The Spanish working class by means of its most 
conscious elements is giving itself a new direction, and is 
reconstructing Its Party. As of today, these elements have 
at their disposal comrades who uphold them, guide them, and 
orient them in their indefatigable struggle against the fas¬ 
cist dictator of Spain for the liberation and independence 
of our country, and for a better life for our people. 

The Spanish Communist Party (ML) sends a fervent sa¬ 
lute to all Marxist-Leninist Communist parties of the world, 
and also to those who struggle resolutely against the most 
ferocious enemy of all people: North-American Imperialism. 

And it pledges as of the present time to integrate itself 
into their rank and to accompany them in this hard a struggle. 

Death to North-American Imperialism, the ferocious 
enemy of the people ! 

Death to the fascist dictatorship of Franco I 

Long live the Marxist-Leninist Communist parties, 
guides of the people in this struggle. 

Long live the Spanish Communist Party (Marxist - 
Leninist) t 

Long live Marxism-Leninism ! 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE SPANISH COMMUNIST PARTY 
(MARXIST-LENINIST) 
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AUSTRIAN COMMUNIST DISCUSSES PARTY'S ROLE IN THE 
COUNTRY AND THE AUSTRIAN WORKERS* MOVEMENT 


[Following is a translation of an article by Franz Muhri, 
Member of the Politburo of the Central Conmittee of the 
Communist Party of Austria, entitled "Relying on the Support 
of the Working Class,” in the Russian-language semimonthly 
organ of the CPSU Central Committee, Partiynaya zhizn* 

(Party Life), Moscow, No 4, February 1965, pages 68-71.] 


At the present time the forces of socialism, democ¬ 
racy and peace are more and more detennlnlng the course and 
direction of the development of human society, as a result 
of which completely new possibilities and prospects have 
appeared in the economic and political life of Austria* It 
can be said that thanks to the emergence of the world social 
ist system and the change in the relationship of forces 
on the international arena our country has received the 
opportunity to take the path of neutrality* 

In 1954-1955 not only the workers, but also a consid¬ 
erable part of the bourgeoisie were convinced that the poli¬ 
cy of neutrality is the sole true path of peaceful and in¬ 
dependent development of the country, the path toward con¬ 
clusion of the State Treaty /see not^* Prom the center 
of the “cold war" Austria became a factor of relaxation of 
tension. Here it cannot be forgotten that the initiative 
of conclusion of the State Treaty on the basis of Austrians 
vol\mtary obligation to preserve neutrality originated from 
the Soviet Union. 

State Treaty about restoration of independent 
and democratic Austria, signed 15 May 1955 in Vienna by the 
Foreign Ministers of the USSR, USA, England, Prance and 
Austria* 



The growth of the influence of world socialism creates 
for Austria the possibility of preserving prolonged neu¬ 
trality and genuine independence. We also regard as a sig¬ 
nificant success the circumstance that all attempts to 
draw Austria into the European economic community ("Common 
Karket") have failed up to this time. In emphasizing this, 
it is all the same impossible to underestimate the danger 
that threatens from namely this front. 

Significant changes have also taken place in Austria's 
internal situation, promoting the preservation and develop¬ 
ment of democracy. It is true that in recent years not a 
few neo-Nazi, pan-German intrigues have been noted. Reac¬ 
tionary forces in the ranks of the Austrian People's Party 
have also manifested activity. It is important, however, 
that up to now all assaults of the reaction have been re¬ 
pulsed. Neo-Nazism and pan-Germanism do not have a broad 
base in the masses, and Austrian national feeling -- this 
is the most important source of the anti-fascist resistance 
— Is developing more and more. 

Austrian communists have always been manly and de¬ 
cisive fighters against fascism. And today they are per¬ 
sistent defenders of democracy. It is sufficient, for 
instance, to remember the large demonstration in Vienna 
against the return of Otto Hapsburg /see not^ and the* 
successful actions against the soldiers' encounters*in 
Lower Aus-fria, that served as glorification of the traditions 
of Hitler's Wehrmacht. 

/Not^: Son of Charles I — the last of the Hapsburg 
dynasty ruling in Austria, known for his reactionary opinions. 

Our party is the most active force in the country 
coming out against the reaction, which is united around 
the German-nationalist, so-called Austrian Party of Preedom 
and the right wing of the Austrian People's Party. At the 
present time there are much more favorable conditions In 
Austria for defense and renewal of democracy than there were 
in the period of the First Republic /see not^. Here a 
significant role is played by the fact that Austria is not 
bordered by states of fascist dictatorship now, but by 
socialist countries. The successes of the communists of 
Italy and Prance, heading the struggle of the masses for 
peace, freedom and progress, also render an influence on our 
democratic movement. 

The bourgeois Austrian Republic, proclaimed 
in 1918 , after the fall of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and 
existing until 1938. 

The carrying out of nationalization of the basic 
branches of the Austrian economy after the Second World War 
is one of the most important causes of a certain weakening 
of the Austrian bourgeoisie. Nationalization, undoubtedly, 
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narrows and weakens the power of large-scale capital and 
makes tlie penetration of foreign capital into the Austrian 
economy difficult. Up to the present time the Austrian 
working class has succeeded In preventing the return of the 
nationalized branches of Industry to private hands. Of 
course, even in the future attacks on the nationalized 
branches of the economy can be expected from the side of 
private monopolistic capital. In spite of this, great 
possibilities exist not only to protect, but also to expand 
the nationalized sector and to attain the participation of 
the workers in the control of nationalized enterprises. 

The Communist Party of Austria plays a considerably 
greater role in the life of the country and its people than, 
let us say, one can Judge from the results of the parlia¬ 
mentary elections. There have been years, long years, when 
it seemed that the communists were conducting their policy 
without results, when it seemed that their demands found no 
support in the masses. Now we are seeing another picture: 
our policy and our demands have received wide recognition, 
and this is occurring only because life itself has proven 
that they are correct. Our demands are finding ever in¬ 
creasing support among the working class. 

Let us take, for example, the policy of peaceful co¬ 
existence, which is gaining more and more supporters on all 
continents of the globe and, it goes without saying, also in 
our country, for this policy is the sole true possibility 
of protecting humanity against atomic war, upholding the 
demands of peoples about prohibition of atomic weapons, and 
attaining disarmament. Austrian communists are Joining the 
vanguard of the struggle for a world without weapons, a world 
without war. 

Let us take, further, the national question. Commu¬ 
nists have played and are playing a significant role in the 
development of the Austrian national consciousness. In 
1936-1937 the communist party was the first and only politi¬ 
cal party in the country to scientifically substantiate and 
prove that the Austrian people are an independent nation. 

At that time German nationalism and pan-Germanism dominated 
in the political life of Austria. Since that time the 
recognition of the Austrian nation has forced its way into 
the Socialist Party of Austria and into the Austrian People's 
Party. As regards the German-nationalistic wing, which is 
still strong in the provincial organizations of the Social¬ 
ist Party of Austria and the Austrian People's Party in 
Styrla, it is falling into increasing isolation. 

Now it is impossible not to see the positive changes 
in the understanding and interpretation of neutrality, es¬ 
pecially when it is a question of the relationship of neutral 
Austria to the European economic community. Communists have 
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always spoken out, and especially in recent years, against 
tlie conception that supposedly Austrian neutrality concerns 
only the military area. Such an Interpretation of neutral¬ 
ity opens the door to those forces which want to attach 
Austria to the “Common Market." If earlier In the Socialist 
Party of Austria such an Interpretation of neutrality was 
the prevalent one, then In recent years under the Influence 
of the changing economic and political situation in the 
country resistance to establishment of close ties between 
Austria and the "Common Market" has noticeably increased. 

This resistance has increased not only among the socialists 
and In trade union circles, but also among the peasantry 
and even among a section of the Austrian bourgeoisie. 

If not so long ago the suggestions of the communists 
about expansion of economic relations with the East did not 
find support, and the supporters of "Western orientation" 
came to the point of saying that supposedly trade with the 
East could lead to political dependence of Austria, then 
now one can see something completely different. The volume 
of Austrians economic relations with countries of the East 
Is growing, and this is In no measure weakening the politi¬ 
cal independence of our country. It turns out that actual 
reality is stronger than anti-communist prejudices. 

For long years the Socialist Party of Austria and 
the trade union leadership under Its Influence not only did 
not support, but also came out against the vitally Important 
demands of the communists In defense of the Interests of 
the workers. And only under ever Increasing pressure from 
below have they been forced to change their position. Here 
are only a few examples. For a long time the Socialist 
Party of Austria did not support the demands of the' commu¬ 
nists about shortening the period of service In the army. 

And now It is speaking In favor of this. For a long time 
only the communists considered the pensioners* demand about 
"automatic" /see not^ regulation of pensions to be justified 
and upheld It. Now the leaders of the Socialist Party of 
Austria have also subscribed to this demand. 

/Not^: This means automatic Increase of pensions 
during an increase in prices in the country. 

We are not closing our eyes to the fact that the 
leadership of the Socialist Party of Austria is striving to 
minimize the role of the communist party as an Independent 
political force, particularly in the workers* movement. 

The senselessness of such a position is obvious. Now many 
sociallots say to us directly and openly: "Come to us and 
strengthen the leftist forces among us. We do not want to 
Indulge In illusions which can arouse such feelings in the 
ranks of the socialists. But one thing is indisputable: 
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tkie presence of leftist elements in the Socialist Party of 
Austria is Inseparably linked both with the successes of 
socialism throughout the world, and with the strengthened 
activity of communists in the Austrian workers* movement, 
coming forth in it as an Independent political party. 
Communists see their first task to be to tirelessly con¬ 
solidate the class consciousness of Austrian workers, their 
firm faith in their own strength, their socialist con¬ 
sciousness, We know that the affiliation of many socialists 
with their party is connected with their antl-capitalistlc 
way of thinking, with a dream about a new, better world. 
Today more and more members of the socialist party, par¬ 
ticularly the workers, are speaking about socialism, about 
its necessity. 

Waging an unwearying struggle for the preservation 
and development of democracy, for a lasting peace, the 
communists consider their most important task to be to show 
the masses the pernicious role of West-German imperialism, 
which is presently the major danger for universal peace in 
Europe. The leadership of the Socialist Party of Austria, 
which is participating in the present government, still 
has not said even one word about this danger and has not 
spoken out against the tendency of the revanchist circles 
of Bonn tov/ard atomic armaments. Up to this time it has 
not foimd the courage to support the demand about creation 
of an atom-free zone in Central Europe. It is known that 
an extensive movement has developed in defense of this 
demand. 

One of the major tasks of the communists of Austria 
at the present time is the struggle for conduct of a policy 
of democratic renewal of the country with consideration of 
the possibility of a peaceful transition to socialism. 

If today we are guided by the possibility of peaceful tran¬ 
sition to socialism with the presence of two workers* par- 
Lles, then we have in mind not the present-day socialist 
party, but a Socialist Party of Austria which ylll at least 
renounce the policy of "class reconciliation" and will 
overcome the flagrant disparitiejs between word and deed. 

But for such a change, which has become possible in 
contemporary historical conditions, it is necessary for 
the Communist Party of Austria to come forth as an inde¬ 
pendent political force and to be guided by the support of 
the working class in everything. 
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KOMMUNIST ON; THE SINO-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP TREATY 


following Is a translation of an article 
by 0. Ivanov entitled, "The Friendship Treaty 
Between the Soviet and the Chinese Peoples," 
in the Russian-language theoretical organ of 
the CPSU Central Committee (18 issued per year), 
Kommunist (Communist), No. 3, Moscow, February 
1965, pages 99-104 jJ7 


The 14th of February 1965 is the 15th anniversary of 
the treaty of friendship, alliance and mutual assistance 
between the USSR and the CPR. The Soviet-Chinese treaty 
strengthened the alliance between two great peoples, became 
a powerful support for peace in the Far East and throughout 
the world and became a mighty barrier against the military 
provocations of aggressive imperialist circles which exacerbated 
the international situation. The Soviet people are convinced 
that the friendship and cohesion of the Soviet and the 
Chinese peoples are an Important factor, guaranteeing peace¬ 
ful conditions for the building of a new, communist society 
and the cohesion of the increasingly strong forces of peace 
democracy and socialism. 

The CPSU has always attributed great importance to 
the combining of the efforts of the peoples of our country, 
the Chinese working people and those of other countries in 
the struggle for mankind's liberation from the capitalist 
yoke and for the victory of the socialist revolution. The 
founder of our party and its great leader, V. I. Lenin, said 
the following: "The issue of the struggle depends in.the 
long run on Russia, India, China and others who constitute 
a gigantic population majority. During the past few years, 
this population majority has been joining the struggle for 
its liberation with unusual speed, so that there cannot be 
a shadow of a doubt about the final solution of the worldwide 
struggle. In this respect the final victory of socialism 
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is fully and unconditionally guaranteed." (Works, Volume 33, 
Page 458.) 

The best representatives of the Chinese people were 
well aware of the enormous importance of Soviet-Chinese unity. 
The father of the Chinese revolution. Sun Yat-sen, speaking 
to all Chinese people and to his party, said: "If our party 
does not lear from the Russians in its further revolutionary 
struggle, it will not win the victory." In his last will, 
before his death, he \rpote: "Taking leave of you, dear 
comrades, I wish to express the hope that the day will soon 
come when the USSR will greet the powerful free China as a 
friend and ally and when the two allies will go hand in hand 
toward victory in the great struggle for the liberation of 
the enslaved peoples of the world. 

For many decades the Soviet people, under the leadership 
of the Communist Party, piously following Lenin's behests, 
remained and to this day continue to remain deeply loyal to 
the principles of proletarian internationalism and to the 
idea of Soviet-Chinese cohesion. During the incredibly 
difficult conditions of the civil war and the armed struggle 
against the White Guard gangs and the foreign interventionists, 
the Red Army carried eastward the banner of the liberation 
of the enslaved peoples, including the Chinese people. 

In the twenties, the Soviet countx*y sent its best sons 
to China to assist directly in the revolution. Soviet military 
specialists, headed by the famous General V. K. Blucher, took 
part in v/orking out the strategic plan of the northern 
campaign of the Chinese revolutionary army that brought great 
victories. 

During the difficult years of the anti-Japanese war, 
the Soviet people v/ere again the first who came to the aid 
of the Chinese people. From its very beginning, military 
advisers and pllots-volunteers from the USSR arrived at the 
front. Soviet pilots defended Chinese cities and took part 
in fierce air battles. ^lany of them died the death of the 
valiant on behalf of the victory of the Chinese people. 

"The USSR," a Chinese Journal said at that time, "without any 
ado helped the Chinese people to wage their liberation struggle 
against Japan. Weapons, gasoline and trucks flowed in an 
Incessant stream across the northwest. The sons of the 
Soviet Union, defending China, shed their blood in its 
expansive territory." 

A n\imber of brilliant moments in the history of Soviet- 
Chinese friendship are linked with the main revolutionary base 



of the CCP in Yanang (northwest China) that could be 
strengthened and developed, because during the Fatherland 
\ia,r the Soviet army drew to itself the main forces of German 
fascism and Japanese militarism. 

After defeating fascist Germany, the Soviet Army came 
to the aid of the Chinese people. The armed forces of the 
USSR, supported by the Chinese Peoples Liberation Army, units 
of the Mongolian Army and Korean guerrillas, annihilated the 
Kwangtving army and liberated northeast China. 

The liberation of the northeast by the Soviet Army 
shattered the plans of the Kuomintag, who were striving to 
stifle the Chinese revolution; deprived them of the chance 
to use the weapons of the Japanses, who had surrendered, and 
the military installations and arsenals created by them; and 
provided a reliable rear for the units of the Chinese Peoples 
Liberation Army. 

While Soviet troops were present in the northeast, 
the units of the Chinese People's Liberation Army could 
carry out the necessary military preparations and begin their 
operations to smash the Chiang Kai-shek troops and to liberate 
all of China. 

The participation of the Soviet people in establishing 
railroads, bridges and communications was of great Importance 
in developing the successful offensive of the Peoples 
Liberation Army. The large supplies of Soviet commodities 
shipped to the liberated areas of China also played an 
Important role. 

The direct material and other assistance from the USSR 
to the Chinese people in their liberation struggle was 
combined v/lth the activities of the Soviet Government in the 
International arena in order to prevent armed US intervention 
against China. The result was that the schemes of the 
Am eric an-Chiang Kai-shek clique. Intended to smash the 
Peoples Liberation Army in the northeast, were foiled and 
the most important prerequisite for the full victory of the 
Chinese people in their liberation struggle was created. 

"For almost 30 years the Soviet people and the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment have repeatedly helped the cause of the liberation of 
the Chinese people, " said Comrade Mao Tse-tung in 1949. 

"This fraternal service by the Soviet people and the Soviet 
Government awarded to the Chinese people in the days of stern 
trials will never be forgotten." 

The Soviet people in their turn always kept in their 
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reir.ory the examples of international support which the 
Chinese v/orking people had granted to the young Soviet republic. 
During the civil war, tens of thousands of Chinese working 
people struggled shoulder to shoulder with Russian workers 
and peasants against the enemies of the October Revolution, 
and many of them sacrificed their lives. From 1927 to 1929» 
v;hen the Chinese militarists engaged in a series of anti- 
Soviet provocations right up to an armed attack on the border 
regions of the USSR, the communists of China together v;lth 
the progressive figiires organized a widespread campaign of 
protests against the criminal activities of Chinese reaction. 

During the course of several decades the cohesion of 
the Soviet and Chinese peoples grew and was tempered in a 
joint revolutionary struggle ana culminated on 14 February 
1950 with the signir*g of a treaty of friendship, alliance and 
mutual assistance between the tv/o fraternal countries — 
the Soviet Union and the CPS. The conclusion of this treaty 
marked the beginning of a new phase in the mutual relations 
between the Soviet and the Chinese peoples, by putting them 
on firm foundations and by opening a wide road for sincere 
cooperation In the building of a new life and for the 
merging of endeavors in the Interests of the victory of 
socialism and the consolidation of peace throughout tne world. 

The rich fruit brought by Sovlet-Chinese collaboration 
is widely known. The cohesion of the USSR and CPR In a close 
fraternal union shielded the Chinese people, like a reliable 
screen, from the danger of imperialist Intervention and doomed 
to failure the attempts of reactionary imperialist circles 
to organize a blockade of People*s China and to submit it 
to military, economic and political pressure. In the fall 
of 1958, when the American militarists created an Immediate 
threat to the safety of the CPR, the Soviet Government 
quite resolutely declared that it would regard an attack on 
the CPR as an attack on the Soviet Union and that It, together 
with People's China, would do everything in order to defend 
the safety of the two states and the Interests of peace In 
the Far East and throughout tne world. Evaluating this 
declaration by the Soviet Government, the People's Daily , 
an organ of the CCP Central Committee, wrote that this 
declaration was an "efficient and powerful support of the 
Chinese people In their struggle against US military 
provocations." 

Chinese-Soviet cooperation in the areas of economy, 
science, technology and culture was no less fruitful. 

Comrade Chou En-lal stated at the Eighth CCP Congress that 
",..ln the period of reconstruction of the national economy 
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and in the period of the first five year plan for the 
development of the national economy, oiir country received in 
all sectors the enormous and sincere help of the Soviet Union 
and also great aid from the fraternal countries," From 1953 
to 1959 alone the volume of economic relations between the 
tv;o countries increased almost two times, and Soviet supplies 
to Chinese sites Increased eight times. From 1954 to 1963 
the Soviet Union delivered to China more than 24,000 complete 
sets of scientific-technical documentation, including designs 
for 1,400 large enterprises, all of which represented the 
best achievements of Soviet scientific-technical thinking -- 
and all of them free of charge. In February 1959 the People* s 
Daily wrote: "The help of the Soviet Union in the economic 
construction of our country is unprecedented, both in quantity 
and scope." 

In developing collaboration with the CPR, the Soviet 
Union was guided by one single aim — to help the Chinese 
people create their own modern Industrial base. V/ith the 
aid of the USSR more than 200 large industrial enterprises, 
comprising 70 percent of the entire lead production, 100 
percent of synthetic rubber production, 80 percent of cargo 
vehicles and tractors and 25 to 30 percent of electric power, 
have been built in China. These enterprises can yield 8.7 
million tons of cast iron, 8.4 million tons of steel and 32.2 
million tons of coal and slate. New branches in Industry have 
been established which v^ere unknown in prerevolutionary 
China: aviation, motor vehicle, tractor, power, heavy and 
precision machine engineering industries, the Instrument 
building industry, radiotechnical Industry, various branches 
of chemical production and foundations of the atomic industry 
for peaceful purposes. The role of the Soviet Union in creating 
a modern defense industry in the CPR, in equipping the national 
liberation army v/ith weapons and in training the national 
scientific and technical cadres is generally knovm. 

Soviet-Chinese cooperation has been useful for the 
USSR also. V/lth the help of Chinese supplies our country 
has been able to meet in part Its needs in Important kinds 
of industrial raw materials, primarily in non-ferrous metals, 
and in some consumer goods. The experience of Chinese 
scientists, engineers, workers and farmers could be utilized 
in the national economy of the Soviet Union. 

Collaboration between the Soviet and the Chinese peoples 
has been fruitful in other spheres too. Both states, in 
single file with the other fraternal countries and the 
progressive forces of the world, have effectively struggled 
against imperialism and colonialism and for the victory of 
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freedom, democracy and socialism. The v/ide exchange of 
achievements in the sphere of culture, science and arts has 
brought much that was useful. 

The CPSU, the USSR Government and the Soviet people 
have always been and continue to remain sincere followers 
of the comprehensive development of cooperation and the 
strengthening of unity and friendship v/ith the peoples of 
all socialist countries, including the great Chinese peoples. 
This Leninist policy of the closest possible fraternal 
cohesion with all socialist countries has found a striking 
expression in the decisions of the 20th, 21st and 22d congresses 
and has been secured in the CPSU Program. Our party firmly 
supports the broadest possible development of Soviet-Chinese 
relations. 

The CPSU Central Committee and the Soviet Government 
are endeavoring to strengthen the unity of the socialist camp 
and the entire international communist movement; and lately 
they have realized a series of new steps aimed at improving 
Sovlet-Chlnese relations. The CPSU and the other fraternal 
parties are striving to achieve a cessation of the open dis¬ 
cussion in the International commxinist movement. The CPSU 
energetically supporta the development of Immediate contacts 
and the extension of consultations among all fraternal parties. 

The Soviet Union is a consistent follov/er of the 
closest possible cohesion with the CPR. The telegram sent 
by the Soviet leaders to the Chinese leaders on the occasion 
of the 15th anniversary of the treaty states: "It is in our 
common Interests to develop still further the relations of 
traditional friendship between our parties and peoples and 
to eliminate step by step those things which have built up 
in the past." 

The CPSU and the USSR Government are striving to activate 
relations between the two countries through Interstate 
channels and to strengthen the comprehensive friendly ties 
betv/een the Soviet and the Chinese peoples. The basic thesis 
of the Sovlet-Chinese agreement, according to which both 
parties have pledged themselves "to consult each other in 
all Important International questions touching on the common 
Interests of the Soviet Union and China and to let themselves 
be guided by the Interests of strengthening peace and universal 
security," is a good foundation for this work. A broad 
exchange of Information on foreign political questions and 
the coordination of activities of both socialist states would 
allow for a more effective struggle against Imperialism and 
colonialism, an Increase in the efficient aid to the peoples 


- 48 - 



defending their independence and struggling for their 
liberation and the consistent implementation and realization 
of the policy of peaceful coexistence. 

Our party and government are for expanding trade 
between the USSR and the CPR and for developing economic and 
scientific-technical cooperation, and they are putting 
forv/ard concrete proposals relating to these questions. 

The Soviet Union continues to provide technical 
assistance in the construction of some Industrial enterprises 
in China, and it provides the necessary machines and equip¬ 
ment. Hundreds of Chinese citizens are studying in Soviet 
civilian and Military institutions of higher education; 
and, along v/ith representatives of other countries, Chinese 
scientists are working at the Joint Institute of Nuclear 
Research in Dubna on important problems of utilizing nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes. 

The Soviet people are of the sincere opinion that the 
development of relations between the Soviet Union and China, 
just as between all socialist countries and Marxist-Lenlnlst 
parties, is in the Interest of both the Soviet Union and 
China and also in the Interest of the entire socialist 
community and the world communist movement. Such a course 
\vould contribute toward expanding economic, scientific- 
technical and cultural cooperation between the socialist 
countries, a fact which would make it possible to increase 
considerably the rate of speed in the development of the 
national economy, science and culture of every one of them, 
forging ahead on the path of building socialism and communism 
and increasing the might of the v/orld socialist system as a 
whole. 


Strengthening the unity of the socialist countries 
v;ould make it possible to Increase the assistance given to 
the national-liberation movement and the developing countries 
v/hlch, in turn, would insure speeding up of their social 
and economic progress. 

The overcoming of divergencies in the v/orld communist 
movement and the restoration of its monolithic unity will 
raise even more the prestige of every Marxist-Leninist party, 
will have a most beneficial effect on further rallying the 
proletariat in capitalist countries and would contribute 
toward intensifying class struggle against capitalism, thus 
increasing even more the attracting forces of the ideas of 
socialism and speeding up the world revolutionary process. 
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At present the imperialists are actively striving to 
utilize the differences betv/een the fraternal parties for 
their struggle against socialism and communism. They 
engage in overt provocations aimed at converting these 
differences into an abyss, at splitting the workers movement 
into separate disunited detachments and at pitting them 
against each other. The imperialists and their assistants 
are doing everything they can to set the two largest states — 
the Soviet Union and the CPR — against each other and do 
not stop at perpetrating overt provocations against the 
socialist countries; they perpetrate barbaric air raids 
against peaceful Vietnamese towns and villages, threaten 
Socialist Cuba, strive to exacerbate tension in the center 
of Europe and perpetrate overt aggressive actions in Asia, 
Africa and other areas. It is the sacred duty of communists 
throughout the v/orld, of the peoples of all socialist countries 
and of all progressive forces to week the criminal plans of 
the imperialists. A reliable road exists to achieve all 
this: the strengthening of the unity and cohesion of the 
socialist community and the world communist movement and the 
uniting around this nucleus of all the forces which struggle 
for peace, democracy and socialism. Our unity and solidarity 
in the international arena are a reliable shield which protects 
the socialist countries and the peoples of the entire world 
against imperialist provocations. 

The CFSU, the USSR Government and all Soviet people 
clearly understand the tremendous importance of the solution 
of this task in the name of the victory of socialism and 
peace on earth. The CPSU Central Committee, along with the 
other fraternal parties, insistently searches for paths 
leading to the strengthening of the unity and cohesion of all 
the forces that struggle against Imperialism and colonialism. 
The decisions of the Political Consultative Committee of the 
member countries of the Warsaw Pact were a proof of the 
grov/lng solidarity of the socialist countries. These 
decisions dealt a crushing blow to the designs of the 
imperialists aimed at introducing disunity in our ranks. 

The Soviet people, an internationalist people, marked 
the 15th anniversary of the treaty of friendship, alliance 
and mutual assistance betv/een the USSR and the CPR with the 
slogan of further strengthening friendship and cohesion 
betv/een the Soviet and Chinese peoples and the peoples of 
all socialist countries and between all Marxist-Leninist 
parties that are carrying high the banner of communism and 
peace. 


Soviet communists and all working people in our country 



send fraternal greetings to the many million strong army 
of Chinese communists and to the fraternal people of China, 
wishing them great successes in developing their homeland 
and in fulfilling the task — under the leadership of the 
CCP and the CPR Government — of transforming the CPR Into 
a highly developed Industrial power. 
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C.H. HERMANSSON: SUGGESTION FOR THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF ECONOMIC LIFE 


[Following is a translation of an article by C.H. Hermansson 
entitled, ••Suggestion for the Denocratization of Economic 
Life^^* in the Swedish-language bimonthly theoretical organ 
of the Swedish CP, Var Tid (Our Times), No 4, Stockholm, 
July-August 1964, pages 161-170.] 


The States budget policies play these days such an important role in 
the development of the entire economic community and it is more important 
even than in the past to attempt to bring about a debate on the financial 
plan on a wider base. This should be the goal of freedom, equality, and 
brotherhood that the worker movement has made its own. This choice of 
goal should not cone in conflict with the task of increasing means of 
production and increasing material production itself. On the contrary, the 
increased availability of necessaries and such high productivity that 
leisure time can be increased and enjoyed are decisive steps toward 
mankind's struggle for freedom. 

The question of development of means of production and conditions 
for man's labor can in the meantime, not be looked on solely from the 
viewpoint of efficiency. The aim in each step of this historical 
development must be also to achieve the greatest possible influence on 
people in order to bring about such social conditions as conform best in a 
given situation to the goals that govern our movement. In today's society, 
the demand for a expanded and deeper democratic process is the- decisive 
factor. All policies must be subordinated to this task. 

Tne so-called proprietor-democracy in the form in which it is 
presented by the right-wing parties is obviously not a solution. It is, 
however, an excellent starting point for the increasing cleavage between 
those vho perform the productive labor and those who own and control the 
means of production; in other words, the continuing concentration of 
production and povxer of capital are the decisive elements. But this 
conflict cannot be resolved by distributing stock in companies or by other 
forms of bourgeois proprietor-democracy. And it is obvious also that a 
return to the conditions of the past is impossible. 


* From a speech by the leader of the Communist Party during the debate on 
the budget in Parliament on 19 January 1965* 
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The solution of the problem lies, rather, in collective ownership 
of different kinds♦ In this connection, I shall not go into a discussion 
of the diversity in these different forms of activity of general usefulness 
to the people, which depends in each country on historical conditions and 
the peoples' traditions. The one point I want to make is that the 
expansion of society's activities under the conditions that prevail in our 
country must bo considered as a target for an expanded democracy, for 
increased equality. It is entirely false, therefore, for bourgeois 
elements to rant against increased State spending and the State's 
increased absorption of the gross national product, and for them to 
niaintain that they do this in their role of vigilance for bourgeois rights. 
To do this is to look on the concept of freedom in a restricted, class¬ 
conscious, and bourgeois way, in the way that Anatole France vented his 
irony on when he pointed out that rich and poor alike are forbidden to 
sleep under bridges. But for the most part in our society, freedom does 
not diminish but increases vjhen appropriations for children increase, when 
pensions for the aged are raised, v;hen help to students is improved, when 
market speculation is opposed, when rents are held down, when unemployment 
is eradicated. 

We take our stand in general, therefore, entirely in favor of an 
increase in the activities of the State, the provincial governments, and 
the municipal councils in different areas of endeavor. A contribution to 
the freedom of the private citizen has come from the increased amount that 
the State takes from the gross national product, as compared to the 
situation before i/orld War II, and from the responsibility of State and 
coiTLmunities for increasing investments. It should be pointed out that the 
same tendency characterizes development in all countries and would seem, 
thus, to be the consequence of certain economic laws. The struggle of the 
rightists against expansion of governmental activities, which aims at 
providing the private citizen with an ever-increasing income for him to 
spend as ho wishes, is reactionary not only because it goes hand in hand 
against these economic laws but also because it so obviously corresponds 
to the special interests of the wealthy. 

Our criticism lies instead in mairitaining that it is not in 
accordance with what the members of the Government party call at times 
"the socialization of income." There must bo also a socialization of the 
means of production, of great enterprises. This was formerly indeed the 
aira of the Social Democrats, but there has been a change. The change is 
of a qualitative nature embodying a real alteration in the point of view. 

An attempt is made in the meantime to mask this by preaching the need for 
efficiency. Some of the statements of the liinister of Finance, Strang, in 
the latest issue of the magazine Aktuellt (#1 of 1965) illustrate the 
method, for example: "The Party program states that ownership of property 
is not a decisive factor. V/hat is decisive is the efficiency of labor.••• 
From the point of view of consumption, it makes no different who produces 
the goods. The important factor is that nobody shall create a monopoly 
and bo able to dictate prices. Who the owner is, is thus of secondary 
importance." 
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The LO (I'lational Organization) economist who interviewed III'. Strang 
objected quite properly that the private profit motive is decisive in 
privately-owned industries and that the idea of equality should also have 
its scope. It was pointed out also thiat mismanagement exists in private 
enterprise. Even other objections must be made, however, against the 
thesis that efficiency within each enterprise is decisive in its evaluation 
and that the kind of ownership is of only secondary importance. First, 
within the private enterprise system, profits are looked on as the measure 
of efficiency. Existing monopoly and other power relationships are, 
however, of great importance in determining the range of profits. It is 
highly debatable "vdiether society can approve a profit structure built on 
these grounds as the measure of efficiency within an enterprise. The fact 
that in socialist nations profit has achieved an increased importance as a 
measure of efficiency cannot be brought out as an objection. The structure 
of all business in those nations is entirely different and profits are only 
one of the instmments used in planning. Secondly, a private enterprise 
can operate with high efficiency, even though its expansion may be opposed 
to the economic interests of the community. Thirdly, even though the sum 
total of enterprises and businesses in a capitalist society may have a 
high efficiency as measured by acceptable standards, the owners of private 
property would still oppose any coordination and true economic planning. 

7ne mark of the developed capitalist society is precisely the opposition 
between a planned organization within the great enterprises and trusts as 
well as the anarchy within the business life of the nation in its totality. 
Tnis opposition, which results in all sorts of business crises, cannot be 
avoided without economic planning. 

It is quite likely that mismanagement and lox/ered efficiency from 
the point of view of society exist within a quantity of business and 
enterprises in our country also. The situation in the distribution of oil 
products can be taken as an example. The example given by Strang in the 
aforementioned interview of the ineffective coordination between the 
privately-owned pharmaceutical firms and the publicly-owned hospitals is 
also an example of mismanagement in the rational moaning of the word. We 
feel that in both these cases society should immediately take upon itself 
the responsibility for finding an answer to the problem and arriving at a 
more reasonable organization. 

The situation in our country' is by no means such that the criterion 
should be that publicly-owned industries should expand and extend their 
scope at the cost of private enterprise. The criterion is, instead, the 
contrary. The relatively unimportant public sector within industry has a 
tendency to decrease in importance. This seems to bo a result of a 
conscious policy on the part of the Government, since there has long boon 
a lack of willingness to achieve a more efficient organization of State 
enterprises so that they can justify their existence. Why is it that 
efficiency is not used here as the decisive factor that it is looked on 
to be elsevjhere? 

A larger publicly-owned sector within industry is necessary under 
today's conditions for two reasons above all. It ought to be a necessary 
condition for society to be able to carry out a long-range economic plan. 
And it is unavoidable in order for the success of regional policies. In 
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the Govoninient*s proposals last fall on the regional question, there was 
talk in general terms of taking steps to build up publicly-owned industries 
in the less-developed regions, ho such steps are mentioned, howover, in 
connection with the year's financial plan. The Communist members of 
Parliament suggested that means should be provided immediately for 
establishing publicly-ovjned industries in Norrland. Consideration should 
bo given also to another State steel mill in direct relation with the 
mines, a machinery manufacturing plant, and an expanded wood industry, for 
example, in the manufacture of pre-fabricated houses. Unemployment is such 
in horbotten that immediate stops are called for. If the entire nation 
were in the same situation regarding jobs as Norbotten, wo would now have 
an official unemployment of 230 , 000 , to which should bo added perhaps a 
like number of persons who would like to obtain subsistence employment but 
vrfio are not included in the \inemployment statistics. This is a 
preposterous state of affairs that cannot bo defended. It is truly 
scandalous that productive sources reir,ain unused in State industries in 
the region. The right to full employment and social security must be 
upheld without regard to idiere a person happened to bo bom or is living. 

At the same time, it is not sufficient to merely expand the publicly- 
ovned sector within the country's commerce and industry and society*s 
general influence on the economy. The other no-less-important goal is to 
democratize the State apparatus at the same time and to achieve influence 
over those wiio are employed within the enterprises. That the struggle to 
expand the democratization of enterprises has not yet had greater success 
in our land is above all an expression of the strong position held by the 
big financiers. But this is related also to the lack of concern and 
routine attitude tovxard this fundamental question. The most remarkable 
thing in this connection is that not oven within the State-owned 
enterprises has it been possible to achieve conditions that make possible 
the exertion of real influence on the employees. Within the big 
enterprises that have boon taken over by the State, the quality of the 
personnel has improved noticeably, but labor and employees have no more to 
say, which is to say nothing, when it comes to management than under the 
previous private ov.Tiers. 

Under present conditions, it is preposterous that owners of capital 
and their representative should have complete power when it comes to the 
long-term policies and the general management of an enterprise, at the 
same as the personnel — labor and employees — lack influence to a great 
extent. Democratization of enterprise is the decisive reform to be 
achieved in the 1960's. The specific forms under which the personnel as 
well as society will attain increased influence over enterprises are 
fundamentally something for practice to dictate. Attempts should not be 
made to hide the fact that wo are dealing hero with a question of power in 
which the target is to reduce the power of the capitalists in order to 
expand and intensify democracy. The first tasks in the democratization of 
enterprise should bo in part to democratize radically the already existent 
public enterprises; DCAB /_State-owned mining interests^, the State 
ilailways, and so forth and in part to alter the structure of companies so 
that the personnel will be given the possibility of observation, control 
and decision. 
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Tne need for an increased influence on the part of labor in 
enterprises and society has a number of motives. The right to make 
decisions can bring about a better attitude among the workmen, which is 
both a goal in itself as well as an eventual cause of increased efficiency. 
The decisive motive should bo, however, the ancient demand for equality in 
union with the increasing need to counteract the feeling of helplessness 
in the face of circumstances or what is called alienation, something that 
mankind is experiencing to an increasing degree in the constantly more 
complicated conditions of modern society. This experience has a highly 
realistic foundation. The rapid technical development as displayed in 
automation, atomic energy, and hydrogen bombs, the concentration within 
our business and industrial enterprises leading automatically to ever 
larger enterprises, the rationalization that has been pushed forx^rard for 
a long time within enterprises by means of time studies and I-riM, the 
centralization of power and decision-making within the organizations, the 
rapid geographical and professional rearrangements that destroy the old 
ties, these are some of the reasons that can result in alienation and 
discomfort in having no participation in decision making. To expand and 
intensify democracy, to increase the practical possibilities of the citizen 
to take part in decisions in work, and in society for that matter, are 
important for all mankind and for his entire mode, of life. 

The depiand for democratic expansion reaches into the person*s 
cultural life also. Karald Swedner's investigations in I-Ialmo have shown 
that there are still great differences between the cultural lives of the 
different classes of society. The frequency of visits to the theater, 
concerts, art exhibitions, and libraries as well as membership in reading 
and lecture groups are visibly higher in social class s^l. The only leisvu’e 
activity in which social class ^3 is most active is in watching TV, some¬ 
thing in which the differences between the different social groups is small. 
Tnere is also a so-called high culture a greatly restricted bourgeois 
stratum, agaiaist wiiich there are barriers within the working class. Swedner 
mentions a series of factors that together build up this barrier: high 
culture is more expensive; the demand in numbers of participants who are 
not tired out after a long day of work or a long week of work with heavy 
physical labor; greater facility is given to those who have a good 
education; access is made more difficult by the long-term effects of a 
poor cultural environment during childhood and youth; high culture 
occupies fine quarters in close association with privileged members of 
society, and so forth. There are timbers in the barrier that may give 
way in part, but the process is slow. An investigation of how it can be 
accelerated and of hovr the distribution of culture* s favors may be more 
democratic are important tasks. 

The differences in working hours, vacations, and other social 
advantages testify precisely to the unequal distribution of income and 
wealth “^at still exists among the undemocratic class differences in our 
country. The high rate of increase in industrial production during the 
past year indicates a great increase in productivity of labor, which has 
been achieved to a certain degree by even more contributions on the part 
of labor, by ever greater pressure and stress at working places. The 
intense tensions of work in what is for the most part a nine-hour day and 
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the long travel tir*o to and froni work make a reduction in the very near 
future of the work week to forty hours an entirely justified goal. It 
should be possible to step up the studies that are being made on this 
subject so that a proposal can be put forward at the autumn session of 
Congress• 

7ne differences in conditions applying to sickness benefits are 
another of the remaining class injustices. Parliament rejected 
unfortunately last fall the conr.iunist motion to do away with the initial 
period without compensation. This was done \>n.th the understanding that 
the partners at the bargaining table should still be given a chance to 
arrive at a solution to the problem. The loader of the LO, Ame Geijer, 
stated recently that next year*s contract will be concerned mainly with 
wage questions, leaving very little substance about the matter of sick 
pay. The passage of a bill regulating this matter is obviously the only 
solution. 

The problems of the wage earner have become of increasing interest 
over the past few years. The question here also is fundamentally one of 
democratic justice. The low vxages and salaries of large groups of workers 
in practically every branch of cor'U'orce ?jid industry result in iiicreased 
exploitation providing greater profits for the capitalist. The same thing 
is true of women's vrages, which have been the source for so many years of 
profit for enterprises. The necessary increase in the standard of living 
of the wage earner must bo achieved by means of a whole series of measures 
affecting deeply all commerce and industry. The concern here is not first 
of all with studios that should be made but with mobilization of forces 
among the worker organizations to fight for their aspirations. 

Everybody Imows that our country still has a very unequal 
distribution of wealth and that this condition threatens to become even 
worse because, among other things, of the depreciation of the currency 
and the groat increase in the value of stocks and of improved and 
lUiimprovod real estate. In spite of this, there has been thus far a 
general misconception that an equalization of income and a more just 
distribution of wealth has taken place. If the changes in distribution of 
incoine over the past ten years are examined, as illustrated in tax 
returns, it T-rLll bo found that this belief is without foundation. 

In 1952 , loss than half or ^3.3 per cent of all persons receiving 
income received less than 6 OOO kronor and these persons disposed together 
of over 21.9 por cent of all income received. In 19^2, the exact same 
^ 3.3 per cent of persons rec 0 i^^g income now had incomes under 10,000 
kronor, thanks to inflation. This group, however, received in 1962 only 
20.4 per cent of all income. Such comparisons as this are hard to 
evaluate exactly, among other reasons because the minimum requirement for 
reporting income for taxation purposes has risen during the period under 
examination, so that the tendencies are even more aggravated than the 
figures would indicate. Sven though this point should not be belabored, 
it seems evident that the distribution has worsened over the past ten years. 

Accoui'.t was not taken in this comparison of the equalizing effect 
of taxation and social policies. Tne figures do show, however, that it 
is highly important for tax policies to be developed in such fashion that 
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the tax structure is definitely progressive. The continuing rises in 
prices and decline in the purchasing power of the currency have a strong 
influence on the distribution of income and wealth. If such tendencies 
continue, it vTill be necessarj»“, in contrast to what is demanded by the 
bourgeoise elements, to increase the progressive features of taxation and 
to attack frontally the distribution of wealth. 

At the same time, the fight against inflation should not bo given 
up. Tne statement by Strang, the I^inister of Finance, made recently at 
ABF's budget hearings tliat a price increase of about three per cent is 
part and parcel of the "system," which is to say that this is the price 
that must be paid for continuation of the relatively high rate of business 
activity, is entirely vrithout proof. The Minister can certainly point to 
the real expansion during the years succeeding the war, which has been 
accompanied by increases in prices. At the same time, it must be realized 
that his very statement of his position has the effect of increasing 
expectations of price rises. It is indeed a fact that thus far the 
Government has rejected any proposal for a strong fight against inflation. 
Any such campaign must, of course, embrace the entire economic field and 
have as its targets capitalist speculation in stocks and in improved and 
unimproved real estate, low rent policies, economic planning, reduction 
of unproductive work, and so forth. 

An unavoidable part of any such fight against inflation is an 
active price policy. It is interesting to note that all parties now 
show themselves interested in this problem. Not so very long ago, the 
communists were quite lonely in giving importance to measures against 
price increases but after the elections, interest has, happily enough, been 
awakened. The Minister of Finance states in his budget proposals that 
price developments during the coming year must be watched carefully. He 
writers: "If, after the increase in sales taxes and other measures, the 
price structure is not satisfactory, the community must undertake suitable 
measures in the interest of stability." Such language must be judged as 
most positive but at the same time it must be supplemented by explanations 
of the steps to increase price vigilance and the measures against 
unconscionablo price increases that the Government is willing to go along 
wi tn. 

It should bo pointed out that other Western European countries have 
Much stronger price controls in many cases than Sweden, for example, 
Austria, Belgium, France, Holland, and Norway, An account of the different 
forms of these active price policies is given in the report recently 
published by the OECD: "Policies for prices, profits, and non-wage 
incomes." Here in Sweden, a \diole series of different measures can be 
thought of: the requirement for advance notice of price increases, 
exardnation of all price increases by a special organization, 
negotiations to achieve price reductions in cases of reductions in customs 
duties and "point taxes" or increases in productivity, issuance of 
regulations on the general law regulating prices, especially during 
negotiations and the period immediately following them, direct prohibition 
of marginal increases upon increasing indirect taxation — something of 
current interest if the proposed increase in sales taxes goes through. 



The cor.uiiiiiiists feel that the consumer and the vjage earner should have a 
stror;<^ voice in price developments. This cannot be avoided by opposing 
all measures that nay be proposed. The question becomes unavoidable; 
loa say that you now control economic development: why will you not 
control price developments? 

L.flation and price increases are an illness of the body politic. 

The effects of inflation are in absolute opposition to development of 
ii'.creasoo. eorality aiid to the deeper democracy that is the goal of the 
worker movement. A different attitude to this important question is 
rec'aired from the Government. 

hor can tax policy be considered alone; rather, it must be 
considered in the general picture. The remarkable thing is not, however, 
that the Government has proposed the present tax program but that it 
hesitated so long in taking a position regarding the proposal for a general 
study of taxation and "that many of the Social Democrat members of the 
Government went along idth the bourgeois line. This line contains an 
undemocratic and reactionary alteration of the tax system. Persons with 
big incomes and corporations should benefit, according to them, from 
reduced taxes, whereas the great group of persons with small or medium 
incomes should have their taxes increased. V.’hereas we maintain that tax 
policies also should bo made use of to achieve a better distribution of 
income, the right xdng and the Folk Party assert that tax policy should 
be used to aggravate the inequalities of income distribution. 

The rage of the bourgeois parties and of big industry because the 
Government has now dropped the idea of a general study of taxation is easy 
to understand. It rordnds one of the feelings of the disdained suitor who 
sees his beloved enter the church with another. The Government has taken 
into account the sharp criticism against a general study of tax revision 
that arose from different sources, and for our part we think this is fine. 
vVe have, indeed, nothing against seeing this study, which we had already 
criticised strongly from the beginning, given up as the answer to the 
whole problem. At the same time, there are worth^vhile portions in the 
proposal that should be rescued and put into effect. 

V/e have attempted to pass judgement realistically on the effects of 
the Government's taj< program and we have come to the conclusion that we 
can agree to its main points. I would like to recall that we within the 
Comiaunist Party have taken 'this stand with a certain amount of hesitation. 
Tnere are features and effects in the program that are not pleasant. 

Among these wo must count that the individual taxpayer will suffer 
considerably from the higher tax rates. V7e must also point to the problems 
to be faced by large numbers of wage earners during the second half of 
1965 . when the incroaso in the indirect taxation will have set in whereas 
the reduction of direct taxation will not yet have started. During this 
period, unfavorable effects of price policies will be particularly 
important. 

V/e feel, however, that the Government's tax program contains such 
improvements in comparison with the general study of tax revision that it 
deserves to be supported. Regarding certain effects that we should 
attempt to minimize, we should try to discover if it may not be possible 
to postpone the increase in sales taxes until 1 January I 966 . When the 
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reduction in direct taxes will go into effect, or to have a lower 
consumption tax. Instead, we should consider increasing taxes on certain 
objects that are all too lightly affected at present. This concerns the 
great fortunes, idiich pay far too little tax now and which would without 
doubt stand a considerably greater burden. This concerns also the 
enterprises in which the present expansion of profits and investments does 
not justify exemption from the sales tax that the Government has 
recommended. The llinister of Finance argued earlier against all proposals 
concerning certain exemptions from the general excise tax on goods because 
the technical difficulties v/oulcl cause the whole system to collapse. Then 
how can he suddenly propose exemptions for certain investments? If we are 
to have certain exen;ptions from the sales tax, we maintain that it would 
be more just for them to embrace foodstuffs — an item that plays a great 
role in large families and among pensioners. 

We agree also with certain modifications in the tax program proposed 
by the Government in order to avoid the unfavorable effects on low and 
middle income groups, supporting these in opposition to the bourgeois 
stance, which aims at a more reactionary tax policy, one that lays a heavy 
load on the low income group and favors corporations and large fortunes. 

It is possible already to feel that in spite of the Government's minority 
position, there may well be a majority in favor of the tax program that it 
has proposed. ^ 

A particular question in this connection has to do with the measures 
aimed at alloidjig society to take advantage of at least a part of the great 
increases in tine values of stocks on the stock exchange. The Ilinister of 
Finance ordered an investigation of stock profits last year and the 
question has been taken up a number of times in Parliament. The increase 
in stock prices has continued, as wo all know, during the past year also, 

the increase over the past two years being fifty per cent in round figures. 

Tno investigative comiTiitteo on stock profits is supported to present a 

report within the year, and it is to be hoped that it may bo ready for the 

fall session of Parliament. It has been stated in the press, however, that 
any eventual change in taxation will not take effect before 1966. The 
enormous increase in values that has taken place during the past year will 
not be the object of any severe taxation, it is said also. This seems 
unreasonable, above all because the increase in values over the past 
several years amounts to many billions of kronor. Part of the increase in 
values should quite simply have been subject to income tax, that is to say 
v;hen the stock is sold after having been hold for five years. Great tax 
reductions have taken place with other items. Present tax laws can bo 
circumvented also by moans of largo so-called tax purchases shortly after 
the turn of the year. Increases in stock values are of such a special nature 
that we can demand that they be taxed as ordinary income. 

During a time \dien indirect taxation is rising greatly, many 
persons feel that it is preposterous for profits from speculation in stocks 
and in improved and unimproved real estate to enjoy special tax privileges. 
This entire increase in values should belong to society since it depends 
entirely on society's development. 
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